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THE 


PREFACE. 


[/ NOW of a truth, beloved reader, in every 
age and diſpenſation, it has been the work 

of the ſervants and miniſters of the Lord, accord- 
ing to the meaſure of grace received, to draw, to 
attract, to direct the minds of the people to the 
root of divine knowledge, to the fountain of 
wiſdom, and to the ſpring of underſtanding in 
themſelves, to the engrafted word, to the word 
of God nigh in the heart and in the mouth, that 
man might hear and do it; it was this word of 
faith which the apoſtles preached and called the 
holy unction, the divine anointing, which taught 
them all things, and was truth; the word the 
ſpirit of God is the fountain from whence words 
as branches of the vine receive life and virtue. 
The words that I ſpeak unto you, faith the ſon of 
wiſdom to his diſciples, are ſpirit, and they are 
life; all words and writings which flow from 
this fountain, all teſtimonies delivered under the 
influence and inſpiration of the powerful words 


. 
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ſpirit of light, life and love, leaven the ſpirits of 
thoſe which hear and receive into its own heaven - 
ly nature. The apoſtles declare as none knows 
the things of a man but by the ſpirit of a man 
which is within him (a ſtrong argument founded 
upon right reaſon) in like manner none know 
the things of God but by the ſpirit of God, who 
reveals the myſteries of his heavenly kingdom to 
babes and ſucklings. 

Humble thyſelf, therefore, beloved reader under 
his mighty hand which is at work in thee, to 
bring down every hill and mountain, every high 
thought and exalted imagination; come thou 
into the low valleys and the Lord will teach thee 


of his ways, and lead thee in the middle path of 


true judgment; and he will find thy treaſures 
in him are the treaſures” of wiſdom; he is the 
fountain of light; admit of the rays, the beams 
of light which flow from this ſun into thy ſpirit 


whereby it ſhall be enlightened. By the light of 


the ſpirit of truth thou ſhall be ſafely led out 
of the darkneſs of error and deluſion which hath 
long covered thy underſtanding, and the under- 
{ſtanding of the inhabitants of the earth. 


Our lot my friend is caſt in the dark night of 


apoſtacy ; this thou need no other proof of but 
the ſight of the wickedneſs and abominations of 
mankind; my foul mourns under a ſenſe thereof 
while I am writing theſe lines, a Godly jealouſy 
has laid hold upon me; the cauſe of this cala- 

mity 


re 


EF. 3 

mity lies at the door of the teachers, the leaders 
which the people have choſen for themſelves. 

My labour in travelling through the following 
pages has been according to my ſmall meaſure to 
diſcover the foundation theſe are building upon, 
and the dreadful conſequence of an evil corrupt 
miniſtry. This remark is not made upon any 
particular ſet of people, it is as neceſſary for the 
miniſters of the diſſenting congregations as of the 
eſtabliſhed church to examine the foundation 
and fpring of their miniſtry, whether it is from 
the powerful influence and inſpiration of the 
ſpirit of God, or by a fire kindled by the ſparks 
of their own ſpirits. I doubt not but there are 
men of integrity under every name, and I believe 
the Moſt High will pour forth of his ſpirit upon 
many of the preſent teachers, and raiſe up among 
them a free living powerful miniſtry, Probably 
the reader will enquire what is the ground of thy 
concluſion, that this great & glorious work will be 
begun and carried on in this dark age? Iam 
free toinform thee, my friend: about forty years 
ſince, while my reſidence was at Woodbridge, 
in the county of Suffolk, as I was walking one 
evening in a lonely valley, my ſoul was overſha- 
dowed with heavenly light; in this viſion I-faw 
an antient building, and upon the battlements I 
beheld ſeveral of thoſe which ſtood in the ſta- 
tions of miniſters: and elders among the people 
called Quakers, laid afleep upon their beds. This 
light of the ſtate of the people with whom I 
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was joined in religious fellowſhip cauſed me 
deeply to mourn; being cloathed with holy 
Zea], I called with a raiſed voice to thoſe ſleepy 
ſpirits to ariſe and ſtand upon the walls of Zion, 
with ſwords in one hand and working inſtruments 
in the other, that the enemy might have been 
kept out and the work of the Lord carried on in 
the earth. After this paſſed away, I beheld a 
ſuffering day. approaching, to prove the 
foundation of the inhabitants of this nation, 
and that none ſhould be able to ſtand, but 
thoſe whoſe foundation was laid upon the rock 
of ages, thoſe who heard and did the ſayings of 
the Son of God; and it alſo appeared clear to the 


view of my underſtanding after this ſuffering day 


of tribulation; the Moſt High would favor with 
a day of heavenly viſitation; and many thouſands 
ſhould be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and as it had been in former ages, when 1t 
pleaſed the Almighty to viſit the inhabitants of 
the earth with a day of heavenly light and love, 
the heavenly ſeed, the divine birth was brought 
forth in deep ſuffering; in like manner it would 
be in this day, and many precious ſervants of 
God ſhould be baniſhed out of the land. I con- 
clude, time will ſoon manifeſt whether this 
ſprings from the influence of a ſtrong imag ina- 
tion, or from a revclation of the moſt high God, 
in his condeſcending love for the information, 
comfort, ſtrength, and conſolation of his ſervants, 
which he in his wiſdom will call and qualify for 
the building again of Zion, and carrying on and 
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perfecking the glorious work of reformation, 
in turning mankind from the evil of their ways. 
Come, beloved reader, and enter into the ſer- 
vice, enliſt under the banner of the King of 
kings, who maketh war in righteouſneſs againſt 
the armies the innumerable hoſt of evil angels 
and ſpirits. | | 
Man muſt receive ſpiritual light and under- 
ſtanding to diſcern the ſecret workings of the 
Inhabitants of the kingdom of darkneſs. Near 
the time of the before mentioned viſion in a 
dream, I beheld an army of men who ſtood in 
two ranks, one on the right and the other on the 
left hand, with ſwords and ſpears to ſtrike at me; 
and I ſaw two angels who carried me in their 
arms through the midſt of them to a place of 
ſafety. One of the angels informed me | ſhould 
have a commiſſion; I aſked what was my pre- 
ſent buſineſs, and received for anſwer to ſtand 
ſtill. My dwelling at this time was, and I con- 
cluded would always be in heaven, in peace and 
Joy, unſpeakable and full of, glory, and ſuffer no 
more. I was as a child in experience, and 
thought as a child; it pleaſed my heavenly Fa- 
ther to ſend one of his miniſters with a forrowful 
meſſage, he told me where my dwelling was, 
as upon the Mount where I beheld the viſions of 
the Almighty, and in his maſter's name he in- 
formed me I ſhould be brought down and be 
driven to the borders of deſpair, and ſaid, I do 
not ſee but thou will be preſerved, : No douht 
but 


1 
but it was good for me to experience a ſtate of 
deep tribulation, leſt I ſhould be exalted above 
meaſure, and that I might know what I was by 
nature like unto all other mortals ſubject to 
temptation, and as liable to fall into the fame 
ory except preſerved by the mighty power of 
od. 

Adverſity came, I looked for light, and behold 
darkneis covered my tabernacle, my paſſage was 
by the gates of hell, through the valley and ſha- 
dow of death, and the enemy permitted to touch 
all but life; praiſes be given to him who hveth 


forever and evermore, who bringeth the mighty 


both ſpiritual and temporal from their. exalted 
ſeats of pride, and raiſes up thoſe of low degree. 
The Lord brought me down and raiſed me up 


again to ſpeak well of his name, and to teſtify of 


his gocdneſs, mercy, and loving kindneſs to all 
thoſe which fear him. 
After I removed into the city of Norwich, 
T was driven to great ſtraights, the expence of my 
family were equal to the profits of my buſineſs; 
for about twenty years I wrought hard, went to 
bed and roſe weary many times, prayed to the 
Moſt High to take away my natural life rather 
than any ſhould loſe by me. I could not in that, 
I cannot in this day ſee, what juſt claim any mor- 
tal can have to religion who does not fulfil his 
moral obligations; the ſpirit of truth leads all 
that hear her voice and follow her counſels, to do 


juſtly, to live ſoberly and righteouſly ; he that is 
not 
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( ix ) 
not honeſt to man cannot be faithful to God, unto 
whom as dependent creatures we ought in deep 
humility to pray to direct our eps and to guide 
us ſafely through the intricate paths of this 
world. 

For want of abiding in the fear of the Lord 
many have plunged themſelves and others into 
great diſtreſſes. I leave theſe remarks as a leſion 
tor thee reader, that thy eye may be ſingle unto 
the Lord in all thy undertakings; to return, I 
was often brought near to the borders of the 
grave, thoſe about me ſaw but little hopes of 
my recovery; my great Lord and good, yea 
very good maſter, beheld with an eye of compaſ- 
hon from his holy habitation; his ſecret hand was 
underneath to ſupport; he ſaid to the raging 
waves of the ſea thus far ſhall ye come but no 
further; at his powerful words the ſtrong winds 
were {till ; honour and glory be to his name, all 
within me bows under a ſenſe of his unmerited 
mercy and boundleſs love to the workmanſhip of 
his holy hand. I was brought down but not caſt 
away, brought low yet not forſaken ; the good 
hand was under to ſupport to uphold my droop- 
ing ſpirits; in this cold, dark, and gloomy day 
of adverſity, at times the ſon of righteouſneſs 
aroſe with healing virtue under his wings and 
healed all my maladies ; the light ſhined through 
the darkneſs into my habitation, it was the light 
and glory of God that gave me a clear fight of 
my own miſerable ſtate without divine aſſiſtance 

A I was 
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I was made to abhor myſelf in duſt and aſhes; I 
bowed in humble proſtration of ſoul before the 
throne of grace; I cried unto the Lord in my 
diſtreſs, he aroſe to my help and delivered me out 
of all my troubles. It is poſſible, beloved reader, 
thele trials were permitted - on thy account, that 
thou might be warned not to take thy flight on 
the ſabbath day. 
In the time of proſperity and tranquillity in 
this day it was with me as with a young ſoldier, 
I received my enliſting money, and was ſtript of 
all my old garments, and cloathed with new ap- 
parel ; I thought myſelf very rich, and concluded 
ny money would never be ſpent, like other vain 
mortals I fel} into temptation; great dangers attend 
all who take their Lord's gifts either ſpiritual or 
temporal and deck themſelves therewith, and go 
forth from under the humbling preſerving power 
of the Lord into a ſtrange country. I concluded 
the evil ſpirits would not have had ſo much 
power to afflict if I had not approached near to 
their habitation; in the midſt of judgment the 
Lord remembered mercy; when the judgments 
of the Lord are abroad in the earth the inhabit- 
ants learn righteouſneſs; Sion is redeemed 
through judgment. There is a deal in haman 
nature that wants to be purified before the foul is 
prepared for an admittance into the manſion of the 
inhabitants of the celeſtial regions. In that day 
of trial many evil ſpirits compaſſed me and caſt 


their fiery darts at me. Tune power of the Lord 
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was my ſhield and buckler, he put upon my 
head the helmet of falvation, by him I run 
through a troop, his name was unto me as 2 
ſtrong tower, into which I ran in the day of 
trouble, and found ſafety. 

There was ſome lying ſpirits which reported 
I had broke ſeveral times; leſt this ſhould leſſen 
the weight of any teſtimony which the Lord 
in his wiſdom may give me to bear for the 
cauſe of truth, I declare this report to be falſe, 
although greatly ſtreightened at times, and 
knew not where to borrow five pounds, yet I 
was enabled to pay my juſt debts; and if, through 
afflictions, loſſes, or unforeſeen accidents, I had 
fallen ſhort, (which was not the caſe} yet when 
it pleaſed the Moſt High to favor and put it 
into my power, I ſhould have ſeen it my duty; 
and this I teſtify is the duty of every man that 
has the leaſt grain of honeſty in him; he will 
pay all his juſt debts, although - the law 
may not compel him, 

Having cleared this rubbiſh which laid in my 
way, I will inform the reader I view myſelf in 
the preſent work under the form and in the 
figure of a pick-axe made of ſound but unpo- 
lithed metal, a uſeful inſtrument in pulling 
down of old houſes, in laying open and difco- 
vering the rotten foundations of the white-waſh- 
ed walls and painted ſepulchres. The weapons 


of our warfare, faith the apoſtle, are not carnal 
but 


1 
but ſpiritual, mighty through God in pulling 
down the ſtrong holds of Satan. 

If the reader is of a liberal mind, he will 
make proper allowance for manner of expreſſion. 
doubt not that human learning has its uſe in 
matters that relate to the things of this world; 
and as it is kept in ſubordination under the 
government of heavenly wiſdom, it may have 
its ſervice alſo in matters of a religious nature. 
I am ſenſible truth needs no apology; my inten- 
tion is the welfare of my fellow mortals: I 
want them to come and taſte and ſee and expe- 
rience for themſelves how good the Lord is; 
neither grace, glory nor any good thing will be 
witheld from thoſe who fear and love him. 
My prayer unto him, with whom is all power, 
to ſpare my life in mutability, until I behold the 
glory of God exalted in his church over the 
glory of men; and that I may have ſome religi- 
ous companions that we might fit together in 
heavenly places under the canopy of divine love, 
and that we might experience the light of the 
ſpirit of the Lord to ſhine upon our taber- 
nacle. 

Come beloved reader and have fellowſhip with 
me, for truly my fellowſhip is with the father 
and with the Son. 

Come and feel the pure influence of the bright 
and morning ſtay, the beginning of the new 
creation; come from the ſhadows of the even- 
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ing; come to the light of the morning. Ariſe 
thou ſpirit and ſhine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. Come, 
and let us, under divine direction, build again 
Zion a holy habitation for the King of glory to . 
dwell in; come and join with me in laying our 
foundation upon the immovable rock; come 
and wait with me in deep humility at the poſt 
of wiſdom to hear her voice ; her words drop 
as dew, and her ſpeech as ſmall rain upon the 
tender plants of her own right-hand planting; 
come with me into the garden of God and let 
us eat of the fruit of the tree of life; he that 
will, may come and drink of the waters of life 
freely. Receive the doctrines which flow from 
the fountain of wiſdom, light and love. 

In the following pages I have made ſome 
remarks on the great help to the members of the 
true church in reading the ſacred ſcriptures, and 
expounding them as wiſdom 1s received of the 
Lord. R. Barclay appears to me of the ſame 
mind, he faith, when the ſervants are met to- 
gether, andevery one gathered in the gift and 
grace of God in themſelves, he that miniſtereth 
being actuated thereunto by ariſing of grace in 
himſelf, ought to ſpeak forth what the ſpirit of 
God furniſheth him with, not minding the elo- 
quence and wiſdom of words, but the demon- 
{tration of the ſpirit, and of power ; and that 
in the interpreting ſome part of the ſcripture, in 
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caſe the ſpirit, which is the good remembrancer, 
lead him ſo to do; and in anſwer to thoſe which 
alledge that Chriſt took the book of Iſaiah and 
read out of it and ſpoke therefrom, and that 
Peter preached from a ſentence of the Prophet 
Joel; I anſwer, that Chriſt and Peter did it not 
but as immediately ated and moved thereunto 
by the ſpirit of God, and that, without preme- 
ditation, which I ſuppoſe our adverſaries will not 
deny; in which 'can we willingly approve of 

it. BARCLAYs APOLOGY, p. 386, and 387. 
To the Lord I muſt leave thee who reads theſe 
lines; may his light ſhine round about thee, and 
the bleſſing of the everlaſting hills reſt upon 
thee, and the angel of his divine preſence encom- 
paſs thee. Protect and deliver thy ſoul 
from out of the paw of the lion and the bear, 
and from under the power and influence of the 
numerous wolves, in ſheeps'cloathing. The power 
of the moſt High God is above every power, 
and as thou abideſt in humility under the holy 
government of the good ſpirit, thou ſhalt experi- 
ence its power to ſupport and deliver, from 
all thy inward and outward, all thy ſpiritual and 
temporal enemies, and in thy paſſage through 
time adminiſter divine refreſhment, peace, com- 
fort and conſolation, The fountain is ſet open, 
the ſprings of life flow freely. He that believ- 
eth in me, faith the Son of wiſdom, out of his 
belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. This he 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of the ſpirit which ſhould be given to 
thoſe that believe in his name, 

The end of my labour is the ſalvation of thy 
ſoul. I have done my duty, muſt leave the 
events to the Lord, and remain a plain- dealing 
ſincere and well-wiſhing friend to the whole birth 
of mankind, 
| JOHN BOUSELL. 
Deepham, Norfolk. | 
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'Y mind is diſpoſed to pay the Inhabitants 

of the City of Norwich and County of 
Norfolk, and other parts of the nation, another 
public religious viſit. My preſent buſineſs ap- 
pears to be to diſcover the foundation of the falſe 
prophets, under the various names, who called 
themſelves Miniſters of Chriſt, by their fruits 
manifeſt themſelves. Minifters of ' Antichriſt; 
this the rule laid down by the Son of Wiſdom, 
this the criterion, by their fruits ye ſhall know © 
them. Men do not gather grapes off thorns, 
neither figs off thiſtles, this is contrary both to 
that which is natural and fpiritual ; make the 
tree good and the fruit will be good alſo. I am 
very ſenſible, that except the .bleflings of my 
great Lord and good Maſter attend this labour 
of love of his poor, weak, illiterate ſervant, 
what I write will be but in vain. I purpoſe to do 
my duty and, leave the event, and bio "ahi 
7 5 1910 . B Hirte 5 | trumpet ; 
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trumpet and fay unto thoſe that are afleep, 
awake, and unto the graves, be ye opened, and 
unto the dead, hear ye 'the voice of the Son of 
God, and ariſe, ſtand upon your feet and become 
a mighty army before the Lord ; be ye cloathed 
with holy zeal for the honour and exaltation of 
his great and adorable name. Honour him and 
he will honour you, and go before you and 
fight your battles for you; every battle of the 
warriors is with garments rolled in blood, but 
this ſhall be with fuel of fire. The day is com- 
ing and is very nigh that ſhall burn as an oven 
the wicked, and the ungodly. ſhall be as ſtubble, - - 
as briars and thorns that have Tong encumbered 
the Lord's holy ground, and ſtood in the way 
of his living heavenly ſeed, which he hath 
town, and which he will, by the powerful ope- 
rations of the beams of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs cauſe. to ſpring up and fpread, and fill the 
earth; the whole earth ſhall be filled with the 
glory of Gd. e 
Before this glorious, this mighty change, this 
work is compleated, the kingdom of Babylon, 
the ſeat of the throne of Satan, muſt be over- 
thrown and deſtroyed. God is faithful in his 
promiſes, in fulfilling the propheſies and viſions 
which he hath revealed unto his ſervants, the 
Prophets, pointing forth a more clear and full 
diſcovery of the Kingdom of Light, of Grace, 
and Truth. I have been led again to contem- 
plate on the diſpenſation, of the ſeven Angels, 
who received a commiſſion to pour out the ſeven 
8 plagues 
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lagues upon the earth, and the temple. was fil- 
ich ſmoke from the glory, of God, and 
from his power, and no man, WAS, able to, FOR 
into the temple; till the ſeven plagues. of the 0 
ven, Angels were fulfilled. The, firſt went . 
poured out his, vial. upon the earth, and there: fell 
a noiſome and a grieyous ſore, upon themen, w 
had the mark, of. the beaſt, and ren them tl hat 
worſhiped his image. nn as 
Every, beam af heavenly, light, | every. grath 
revealed, is as a yial of wrath poured out upon; the 
ee worſhippers, and upon thoſe idolatrous 
Prieſts, who arg bowing down and worſhippn ping 
35 Ls Of .carthly proud, ole: intereſted {parity 
ilcovers. the inward, fi thy, ſtate, 9 all 
thoſe falſe prophets, Which God hath. noß ents 
who are at enmity in their, hearts 


The, lacrifices. of. theſe are as a ſti apd;abon 
mination, in, the. e 4 that holy, ;Bewg 
whoſe penetrating eye 8 through eyfry. gere 
ing, whoſe, word is this — going forth, wes 
be unto thoſe who, coyer themſelyes, and not wath 

my at ſaith the Lord, tha 55 counſel, and 
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es of an evil corrupt Miniſtry, and know ye of 
truth, all the doctrines that flow tom the 
fountain 7 human wiſdom, through the ſpirits 
of unenlightened, unregenerated man, are as 
the blood of a” dead man, and proves certain 
e death to every living ſoul that drinks 
ercof. I ſhall leave this work for other ſer- 
vants of the Lord to labour therein, as they re- 
ceive an underſtanding, for no man can attain to 
the Knowledge of the things of God but by the 
fpitit of God. Man Fe tg underſtand that 
which is divine by all his natural and acquired 
abilities. © Man, by worldy wiſdom, know not 
God. The fourth Angel poured out his vial 
don the fun, and power was given to him to 
ſcorch men with fire. This is not the natural 
or ſpiritual, but of the ſun of the antichriſtian 
world, as the light of the ſpirit of divine wiſ- 
dom lunes, it is as a vial of wrath poured forth 
upon' the light of the ſpirit of human wiſdom, 
diſcovering its emptineſs and darkneſs in the 
myſteries of the Kingdom, of Heaven. The 
Hx th. Angel poured out his vial of the wrath of 
God on the great river Euphrates, and the wa- 
tets thereof were dried up, that Mo way of the 
Kings of the Eaſt might be prepa pared 
I muſt hogeſtly confeſs there ap arg A Jeb 
myſtery..in' this!" and) at preſent 1 Ns received 
but little light and onderftaning and ſtrength 
to: wnfeld!” 0 ez plain, to manifeſt, the true 
ante ar fignificatish ; bur my eye ſhall be to 
that great Power that is able to gualify for the 
220 work 
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work of the preſent day. In the Lord I wilt 
put my truſt, I humbly hope I ſhall not 'be 
confounded; I will look a little back into the 
facred records, peradventure I may happily find 
a thread that will lead me to open a door into 
this myſtery. Under the diſpenſation of the 
fifth and fixth Angels ſounding their trumpets, 
the Prophet ſaw a ſtar fall from heaven to the 
earth, and to him was given the key of the bot- 
tomleſs pit ; and there aroſe a ſmoke out of the 
pit as the ſmoke of a great furnace, and the fun 
and the air were darkened by reaſon of the 
ſmoke of the pit; and there came out of the, 
ſmoke locuſts upon the earth, and unto them 
was given power as the ſcorpions” of the earth 
has power. l | oF 
Under this figure of the ſtar falling from the 
heaven to the earth I underſtand, the general 
apoſtacy of thoſe that called themſelves Miniſ- 
ters of the Goſpel in the time of outward eaſe 
and proſperity; theſe Miniſters fell or departed 
in heart from God. After they had known, 
him, they glorified him not as God, and thereby 
became vain in their imaginations ; their fooliſh 
hearts deceiving them, fell from the heavenly 
ſimplicity into the earthly craft and ſubtlety 
which is evident from their inward nature” and 
ſpirits deſcribed under the character of locuſts, 
unto whom was given power, as the ſcorpions of 
the earth have power. Again herein is deſcribed 
the dreadful evil conſequence of an evil and corrupt 
Miniſtry, moving under the influence of their own 
ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, taking upon them to teach heavenly 
myſteries in their own earthly wiſdom. As the 
minds of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity became 
alienated from God, and their underſtanding 
darkened, giving up themſelves to the leadings 
and teachings of men, rejecting. the teachings of 
the ſpirit of God, chooſing to themſelves teach- 
ers having itching ears, ever learning, and by 
this means never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. Light came into the world, but, 
man loved darkneſs rather than light, becaute. 
their deeds. were evil. There is a dark cloud 
that ariſes from and covers every evil and re- 
bellious wicked ſpirit; and it, hath, been in this 
ſmoke, in the dark night of apoſtacy, the falſe 
Prophets, the Miniſters of Antichriſt. aroſe and 
ſpread themſelves, and covered the earth, and 
ate up every green thing. be biel 
The darkneſs that aroſe, and doth yet ariſe 
from theſe ſpirits, is the cauſe of the light of the 
fun, of the fountain of heavenly wiſdom becom- 
ing darkened, yet appear as darkneſs to thoſe in- 
fernal ſpirits; theſe ſpirits are endued with power 
to penetrate to the center of their own kingdom, 
and form and transform themſelves into any reli- 
gious, even into the appearance of Angels of 
light. The end of theſe remarks is, that the 
Miniſters and Members of the eſtabliſhed Church 
and diſſenting Congregations ſhould examine 
themſelves by the unerring light of the ſpirit 
of God, which thines in their underſtandings, 
and by the light of the word of God, and . 
| | the 
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the word of the Prophets and Miniſters, and 
Ambaſſadors ſent of God, as recorded in the ſa- 
cred oracles of the holy ſcriptures, I call upon 
you that call yourſelves Miniſters, under the va- 
rious- names, whole ſervants are you? As no 
man can ſerve two maſters, are you ſervants of 
God? Hath he poured forth of his ſpirit upon 
you, and put his word into your hearts, and 
given you a commiſſion to ſpeak in his name? 
Are you moving in and under the influence and 
inſpiration of his divine power, to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, from Satan unto 
God ? have you received power to open the 


eyes of the blind, and to unſtop the deaf ears, and 


to open the priſon doors, to bind up the broken 
hearted, to heal the ſick, to proclaim liberty to 
the captive, and to cleanſe the lepers, and to 
raiſe the dead, and to preach to the poor the 
goſpel freely? Are your words ſpirit and life? 
And doth your miniſtry adminiſter ſpiritual life 
to your hearers? If this is your experience go 
you on the name of the Lord God of Hoſts, and 


his bleſſing will be with you; but if this is not 


your experience, then you are not ſervants of 
God but of man. If the Lord hath not ſent 
you, you are running in your own wills, if you 
are ſtealing your neighbours words, and ſaying, 
thus ſaith the Lord, and he hath not ſpoken 
unto you, you are ſpiritual thieves and robbers, 
which climb up in your imaginations , over the 
wall, and enter not by the ſpirit of wiſdom, 
light, and love, into the work of the Miniſtry. 


Believe 
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Believe me of a truth, if ye are not Miniſters of 
heavenly life, ye are Miniſters of ſpiritual death. 
And the ſixth Angel ſounded, and J heard a voice 
from the four horns of the golden altar which 
is before God, ſaying to the ſixth Angel, which 
had the trumpet, looſe the four Angels which 
are bound in the great river Euphrates; and the 
four Angels were looſened which were prepared 
for an hour and a day, and a month and a year, 
for to ſlay the third part of men; and the num- 
ber of the army of the horſemen were two hun- 
dred thouſand thouſand, and I heard the number 
of them; and I ſaw the horſes in the viſion ; 
and them that fat on them, having breaſt 

lates of fire and brimſtone; and the heads of 
the horſes were as the heads of lions, and out 
of their mouths iflued fire and ſmoke and brim- 
ſtone; by theſe was the third part of men kil- 
led by the fire, and by the ſmoke, and by the 
brimſtone, which iſſued out of their mouths ; 
for their power 1s in their mouths, and in their 
tails, for their tails were like unto ſerpents, and 
had heads, and with them they do hurt. This 
remarkable paſſage appears to me to hold forth 
the day wherein mankind, by their great and 
abominable idolatry, awakened and drew upon 
themſelves the juſt judgments of the moſt high 
God. This mighty army appears to be miniſters 
of vengeance in his hand, to execute his fierce 
wrath, to puniſh mankind for their tranſgreſ- 
fions of his holy laws, and rebellion againſt his 
commandments and divine ſtatutes. For the reſt 
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of the men that were not killed by the plagues 
yet repented, not of the works of their hands, 
that they ſhould not worſhip the Devil, and 
idols of gold and ſilver, and braſs and ſtone, and 
of wood, which neither can ſee or hear, or 
walk. I muſt confeſs the falſe prophets, the 
Miniſters that preſume to ſpeak in the name of 
the Lord, from whom they have received no 
commiſſion, no divine authority ; theſe are the 
goſpel plagues, theſe are the miniſters of ſpiri- 
tual death, out of their mouths iſſued fire, ſmoke, 
and brimſtone. Underſtanding this, that all 
doctrines that flow from the ſpirit of God, the 
fountain of heavenly wiſdom, through prepared 
ſancti fied veſſels, are as the waters of life admi- 
niſtering ſpiritual life to the ſpirits of the Lord's 
humble dependent children; on the contrary, 
all doctrines, that proceed from the furnace of 
human wiſdom, is as fire kindled by the ſparks 
of the polluted ſpirits of unenlightened man, 
and blown up by the breath of their own carnal 
imaginations and conceptions, which is as ſmoke 
and brimſtone, and a ſtink in the noſtrils of the 
moſt high God, and is as a plague reſting upon 
the idolaters, who are worſhipping the beaſt, 
the dragon, and the falſe prophet, whoſe truſt 
is in man, and who have forſaken God, the 
fountain of living waters, and hewn to them- 
ſelves broken ciſterns, that can hold no water. 
Be ye rouzed out of your lethargy and ſtupidity 
ye miniſters, and admit the beams of the ſun 
of righteouſneſs to ſhine in and upon you, to 
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quicken and make you alive unto God, and to 
heal all your maladies, 

Prepare, prepare to meet the Lord, let every 
hill and mountain be laid low, every high 
thought and imagination be brought down, for 
the glory of God ſhall be revealed and exalted 
in the Chriſtian Churches, over the glory of 
man this day, the vial of the wrath of God is 
poured out upon the deadly fea, and upon the 
poiſonous weters of the fountains, and ſprings, 
and rivers, and ſtreams of the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon. The wrath of God Almighty is this day 
revealed from Heaven againſt the foundation and 
ſpring of all falſe miniſtry and falſe miniſters in 
the Church of Antichriſt, and againſt all falſe 
prophets that run; and the Lord hath not ſent 
them that prophecy, and he hath not ſpoken 
unto them, and againſt all ſpiritual ſorcerers, 
and againſt all the ſpirit of witchcraft, againſt 
all falſe appearances and transformations of ſa- 
tan and his miniſters, under every character. 

Let me appeal to you men of underſtanding, 
what is the ground of the abominations in the 
world, what is the cauſe of wars of deſolation 
and deſtruction, and of woe and miſery, at what 
door entered thoſe inhabitants of the infernal 
regions, devils in human form, that walk in 
our ſtreets belching forth oaths, and blaſphem- 
ing the great and holy name of the moſt high 
God, in wilful rebellion againſt his holy laws 
and commandments; it is the leaders of the 
people that have cauſed them to err, Perad- 

' venture 
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venture, ye will ay, is not the heart of man de- 
ceitful, and above all things deſperately wicked? 
In the natural unregenerate ſtate it is; look into 
the uncultivated ground, which is the natural 
mother, bringing forth nettles and weeds, as à 
wilderneſs, bringing forth briars and thorns. 
The outward creation correſponds unto the in- 
ward ſtate of the ſpirit of man unto whom the 
Great Creator hath given ability to dig and 
plough, to weed, to ſow, to plant, to graft, and 
to tranſplant, to cultivate, and to make the bar- 
ren wilderneſs become a fruitful field, and the 
deſert to bloſſom as the role. 

It is very evident, if man rightly employs the 
talents given him of God, with his bleſſing, 
he has power to bring forth a new creation. In 
like manner God hath given unto man a ſpiritual 
underſtanding to dreſs his own garden, as man 
becomes co-worker with the talent of grace, 
with the meaſure and manifeſtation of the good 
ſpirit, which is given unto every man to profit 
withal. It is the will of the good huſbandman 
that the axe ſhould be laid to the root of every 
tree which is evil, in the garden, (the heart of 
man) that they may be cut down and caſt into 
the fire. Some will fay this is the work of the 
ſpirit of God to cleanſe and prepare the heart 
to receive the ſeed of his heavenly kingdom, 
that it might ſpring up and bring forth fruit, to 
the praiſe of his great and adorable name; I 
anſwer, as the ground is paſſive in the hands of 


man, and makes no reſiſtance, in like manner, 
C2 man 
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man ought to become paſſive in the hands of the 
heavenly huſbandman. This word of counſel 
comes in my way to drop, for the encourage- 
ment of the ſons and daughters of my heavenly 
Father, you that are born again of the im- 
mortal ſeed, the word of God, to as many as 
receive this ſeed, this word, this ſpirit, and 
abide under its Government, receive power to 
become his children. 

But I muſt return to view again the preſent 
ſtate both of the teachers and hearers ; my deſire 
is, that they might all become the workman- 
ſhip of God, created anew unto good works. 
Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well; return unto 
God and he will return unto you; draw nigh 
unto him and he will draw nigh unto you, and 
open unto you the gates of Paradiſe, and give 
you to eat of the tree of life; he. that eateth of 
this tree ſhall live for ever. Wiſdom is a tree of 
life to all thoſe who lay hold of her, this tree 
of life ſtands in the ground in the centre of the 
ſoul of man, it is the word of the ſpirit of 
God that is ſaying, let there be light, let the 
light ſhine and enlighten thoſe that fit in dark- 
neſs, and give eternal light to thoſe who lie in 
the regions and ſhadow of death. I am come, 
I am making myſelf known, faith wiſdom, that 
men might have heavenly life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. Come unto 
me all ye that are defirous of me, and fill youre 
elves with my fruits; they that eat me ſhall not 


be hungry, and they that drink me ſhall not be 
thirſty. 
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thirſty, I will make darkneſs to ſhine as the 
morning. I will yet pour out heavenly doctrine 
as prophecy, and leave it to all ages for ever. 
O ye teachers, you that call yourſelves miniſters, 
ar Daſſadors of God, hear ye his word ſent this 
day amongſt you, wait in deep humility and ſelf- 
abaſement, in the filence of all fleſh, and ſay in 
ſincerity, as the eye of the ſervant is to his 
maſter, and as the eye of the maid to her miſ- 
treſs, to our eyes wait upon thee, O God, until 
thy ſalvation cometh. - Go no more forth in your 
own name, move no longer under the influence 
of your own ſpirit and wiſdom, which is from 
beneath, wait to be endued with wiſdom and 
power from above, work no longer in your wills, 
let the Lord work his will in you, it is only 
his own works that praife him. 

My ſoul laments the miſerable ſtate of my fel- 
low mortals, I mourn, under a deep ſenſe of the 
great darkneſs that covers, as a black cloud, the 


eye of their underſtandings, in the name of the 


Lord my maſter, I teſtify, the ground, the cauſe 
of this calamity lies in the blind leaders, and 
the remedy lies in the people; as they receive 
the light of the ſpirit of God, they will no 
longer follow the light of the ſpirit of man, 
Let me reaſon with you again, you men of un- 
derſtanding, would you employ, would you 
maintain a ſet of pretended huſbandmen or la- 
bourers in your fields, and in your harveſt, or 
vineyards, year after year, ſeaſon aſter ſeaſon, 


except you received ſome benefit, except N 
aw 
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ſaw and received ſome fruit of their labour. 
| Nay, nay, as ye are wiſe in that which is natu- 
ral, be ye wiſe in thoſe things which are ſpiri- 
tual; look upon the earth and ſee what it 
brings forth, how hath wickedneſs taken deep 
root, and its branches ſpread over all the ground, 
which is full of weeds, briars, and thorns. O 
the unfruitfulneſs, the ſpiritual barrenneſs and. 
death that is upon the land, what have your ſpi- 
ritual labourers done for you ? Doth your vine 
flouriſh ? Doth the fig-tree put forth her green 
figs, and the vine, 25 the tender grape, give 
a good ſmell? What corn have you in your 
ground? What treaſures have you in your ſtore- 
houſes ? Have not your labourers deceived you ? 
Have you not been under the influence of the 
ſpirit of witchcraft? Are not your teachers 
ſpiritual ſorcerers? Have you not drank out of 
the cup of the wine of fornication, which the 
hireling miniſters, the merchants of ' Babylon, 
handed unto you, by whom ye have been drawn 
to commit adultery, and in idolatry, worſhiping 
the beaſt and his image. 

The ſpirit of man hath exalted itſelf in both 
the (Old) Heaven and the (Old) Earth, which 
muſt paſs away. He that ſet upon the throne 
ſaid, behold, I make all things new; and he 
faid unto me write, for theſe things are true and 
faithful*; and he ſaid unto me, 'tis done, I 
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am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end; I will give unto him that is athirſt, of the 
water of life freely*, and will dry up the 
ſprings, and the fountains, and the waters of 
death, of the great river Euphrates, and prepare 
a way for the Kings of the Eaſt (the riſing 
youth) for theſe things faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Yet it is a little while, and I will ſhake the (Old) 
Heavens, and the earth, and the ſea, and the 
dry land. And I called for drought upon the 
land, and upon the mountains, and upon the 
corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, 

and upon that which the ground . (which is 
curſed) bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon 
all the labour of the hands of men which they 
have wrought in the earth. God will fulfill 
his word upon Babylon, therefore her plagues 
ſhall come in one day, death, mourning and fa- 
mine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burned with fire; 

for ſtrong is the Lord God that judged her; 
and the Kings of the (Old Earth) who have 
committed fornication, and lived deliciouſly 
with her, ſhall bewail (no longer ſupport) her 
and lament for her, when they ſhall fee (when 
the Lord opens their eyes) the ſmoke of her 
burning, ſtanding afar off her torment, ſaying, 
alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city, for in one hour is thy judgment come. 
'The merchants of the earth (the miniſters that 
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have been moving in their earthly wiſdom) ſhall 
weep and mourn over her (obſerve the cauſe) for 
no man buyeth her (deceitful) merchandize any 
more; the merchandize of gold and filver and 
precious ſtones, of pearls and fine linen, and the 
fruits of coſtlineſs that thy ſoul luſted after are 
departed from thee, and thou ſhalt find them 
no more, for in one hour ſo great riches are come 
to nought. 

By the light that flows from the ſacred truths 
I ſee a day approaching wherein the foundation 
of the merchants of Babylon ſhall be ſhaken 
and removed. And after theſe things I heard a 
great voice of much people in the heavens (in 
the new church) ſaying, Hallelujah, ſalvation, 
and glory, and honour, and power unto the 
Lord our God, for true and righteous are his 
judgments, for he hath judged the great whore 
who did corrupt (by her corrupt miniſtry) the 
earth, with her fornications, and hath avenged 
the blood of his ſervants at her hands; and again 
they ſaid, Hallelujah, and her imoke aroſe up 
for ever and ever. 

The vial of the wrath of God is poured out, 
the wrath of God is this day revealed from hea- 
ven againſt all unrighteouſneſs of man, againſt 
all wickedneſs and ſpiritual abominations, againſt 
all idolatrous worſhip, and all dead forms, and 
ordinances, and ceremonies, againſt all will- 
worſhip and hypocritical worſhippers, againſt 
all the willings and running craft and contri- 
vance of men, and againſt all falſe prophets and 

| hireling 
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hireling miniſters, under every form raiſed up 
and upheld by the power of man, and not by 
the immediate power, influence, and inſpiration 
of the ſpirit of the moſt high God, againſt all 
meat and drink offerings, againſt all burnt facri- 
fices that are not ſeaſoned with ſalt (with the vir- 
tue of divine grace) againſt all preaching, pray- 
ing, and ſinging, and hypocritical worſhippers 
who draw nigh to God with the lip and tongue, 
while their hearts are far from him. The ſpi- 
rit of God bears teſtimony againſt the ſpirit of 
error, manifeſting the reaſon, which is, becauſe 
man receives not the ſpirit of truth in the love 
thereof, whereby they might be ſaved; for this 
cauſe God gives them up to ſtrong deluſions, to 
believe a lie. | 

I am, faith the ſpirit of truth, the pearl of 
great price, the chief corner ſtone, the immov- 
able rock, the foundation of the righteous in all 
ages; Iam hid in the ground, in the centre of 
the heart; I am a pure uncorruptible ſpirit, 
which in all ages entereth into holy fouls, mak- 
ing them friends of God, and prophets; I make 
all things new; I take away the ſtony heart 
and give unto all my diſciples a heart of fleſh ; 
I write thereon my laws; I teach my children to 
be juſt, to do unto others as they would be done 
unto; I lead into the low vallies, and cauſe my 
lambs to feed in the green paſtures of life; I 
put them forth and go before them, they know 
my voice and follow me, and the voice of a 


ſtranger they will not follow; I am the way to 
the 
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the kingdom of peace and of joy, no man en- 
tereth but by me. 

I call unto you this day, ye inhabitants of the 
old heavens, the old church, and you that are 
dwellers upon the old earth (in the old ſtate) 
hear ye my voice, and receive me into your houſes 
(into your hearts) and I will take up my abode 
with you, and be unto you a never-failing ſpring 
of divine refreſhment ; I will be your ſupport in 
the time of affliction, I will comfort you in the 
time of trouble, and deliver you in the day of 
temptation, and give you power over all the evil 
ſpirits of error, and I will lead you into all 
truth, and abide with you for ever. I am come, 
faith the ipirit of light, to enlighten thoſe that 
fit in darkneſs; I am the light of the world, the 
true light that lighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world, my light ſhineth into the ſpi- 
rits of men who receive me, and abide under 
my power and influence; I lead them out of a 
ſtate of darkneſs; I tranſlate out of earth into 
the kingdom of heavenly light; by me all things 
are made manifeſt, the hidden things of darkneſs ; 
I diſcover to my diſciples the foundations of the 
myſtery of iniquity, and the ſecret working of 
the dark power of the ſpirit of witchcraft and 
ſorcery which hath prevailed, ruled, and reigned 
both in the old heavens and in the old earth, 
whereby the underſtanding of the inhabitants 
have, and are become darkened, alienated, re- 
probated, and ſeparated from the ſpirit of light. 
The cauſe lies in man, in rejecting and rebelling 

againſt 
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againſt me. My revealed laws, ſtatutes and 
doctrines, which in ages and generations that are 
paſt I revealed unto my children, miniſters and 
ambaſſadors, and gave them commiſſion to preach 
and publiſh unto men. | 

[ call unto you, ye inhabitants of the city of 
Norwich and of the county of Norfolk, and of 
this and other nations, by my difciple whom I 
have choſen, called, and qualified for this work, 
receive the meſſage I have given him to com- 
municate unto you, admit the rays, the beams 
of heavenly light that flow from me the foun- 
tain, the ſun of the fpiritual and celeſtial king- 
dom. I am the fountain, the ſpring of all joy, 
and conſolation both of angels and men, and 
the foundation of harmony, concord, peace and 
unity; my peace I give unto my children, not 
as the (wicked) world giveth give I, my peace 
] leave with them, my word is to thoſe in this 
age that receive me and abide under my influence, 
and obey my voice, and follow my leadings, 
Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good 
pleaſure to give you a kingdom of light and of 
love, of peace and of joy unſpeakable, and full 
of glory; my miniſters ſong is glory to God in 
the higheſt, on the new earth peace and good 
will toward (all) men. 

Hear my voice, faith the word of God, I 
am a living eternal principle, by me were all 
things created, by me all things are upheld, 
and by me all things muſt be reſtored and brought 
into order, by me fallen man muſt be regene- 
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rated and born again, and brought into a ſtate of 
childlike ſimplicity and innocency; I am the re- 
ſurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, 
although he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and he 
that liveth and believeth in me ſhall never die. 
The time is come foretold by the prophet, that 
the hills ſhould flow with milk; come ye chil- 
dren and drink of the milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby; come and ſuck at the 
breaſts of conſolation, and drink of the new 
wine of the kingdom, receive thoſe doctrines 
that flow from the fountain of heavenly wil- 
dom; he that believeth in me, out of his belly 
ſhall flow rivers of living water. I am a ſpring 
of living waters in men (that receive me) ſpring- 
ing up in the ſoul into eternal life; be ye ſtrength- 
ened with might in the inward man, be ye 
ſtrong in the Lord, for the day of battle is 

near. 
By the light that flows from theſe precious 
2 (truth) I ſee the approaching day wherein 
im, with whom there is all power, will raiſe 
up a mighty army, and clothe them with the 
whole armour of light. This army appears 
to me to be the greateſt that ever my Lord and 
Maſter raiſed up upon this terreſtrial globe, and 
for the greateſt and moſt noble purpole, to ex- 
tinguith and expel all the inhabitants of the in- 
fernal regions, all evil angels and ſpirits of every 
rank, order, and nature, for out of his mouth 
{the word) goeth a ſharp ſword, that with it he 
ſhould ſmite the nations (this ſword ſhall like- 
wile 
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wife proceed from the mouths of his miniſters) 
and he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron, and 
he treadeth the wine preſs of the fierceneſs and 
wrath of Almighty God. As men receive the 
word, the ſpirit of light and love, and live and 
move under its powerful influence, and obey its 
divine commands, 

Love God above all, and thy neighbour as 
thy ſelf, and do unto others as thou will be done 
unto. In this ſtate the ſoul of man experience 
the ſpirit of love in him to overcome the fpirit 
of wrath, and leaven into its own heavenly na- 
ture. This I truſt will be univerſally the happy 
fate of mankind. Probably the reader will tay; 
John, thou writeſt of ſtrange things about a new 
heaven and a new earth, and that there ſhall be 
no more deadly ſea, and the floodgates of wick- 
edneſs ſhall be ſhut, and the fountains and 
ſtreams and rivers of iniquity ſhall be dried up, 
and the waters of life ſhall flow freely, and the 
moſt High will pour forth of his ſpirit upon ſons 
and daughters, and raiſe a free, living, powerful 
miniſtry, that ſhall move under the influence and 
inſpiration of the ſpirit of light, life and love; 
by whoſe miniſtry mankind ſhall be converted 
— turned unto God, and the nations ſhall no 
longer lift up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall 
the people learn war any more. Theſe are 
great and wonderful changes; what reaſon can 
thou give. for thy concluſions? What is the 
foundation of thy faith that theſe things will 
come to pals, as fecret things belong unto ** 
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but things that are revealed unto us and to our 
children? I find freedom to relate, it was about 
forty years fince I was favoured with a ſight of 
the above viſion *, and concluded it was not for 
myſelf only, but for the ſtrength, comfort, and 
conſolation of others in the day of trouble, 
when it comes, in the day of fiery trial, in the 
day of great tribulation, which appears very 
near, nearer than many are aware of; the Lord 
will viſit with a rod, in his anger, the inhabi- 
tants of this nation for their abominations, for 
their wickedneſs and tranſgreſſions of his di- 
vine law, and rebellion againſt his holy com- 
mandments. Put on ſackcloth, mourn and 
weep, and let us as with the voice of one man 
cry mightily unto God, caſt us not away for 
ever from thy holy preſence, let thine eye 
pity, look down from heaven, thy holy ha- 
bitation, with an eye of compaſſion upon us, 
the workmanſhip of thy holy hands, and bleſs 
us, by turning every one from the evil of our 
ways and doings, and turn us with full purpoſe 
of heart unto thee. O thou, whoſe tender mer- 
cies are over all thy works, that thou mayeſt re- 
turn unto us, chooſe us for thy people, and 
thou be our God; be thou our father, and make 
us thy obedient children; teach us, feed us with 
the bread of life, and guide us by thy council 
unto Mount Sion, the place where thine ho- 
nour dwelis, that we might bow in humble 
proſtration, adoration and worſhip unto thee (no 
longer unto men) honour, dominion and glory, 


* See the Preface. 
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who art worthy to reign in and over all, for 
ever and ever, Amen, 

Upon a ſolid conſideration of divers paſlages 
of holy writ, I am more and more induced to 
believe the great and good change that ſhall 
ſhortly come to paſs of a religious and ſpiritual 
nature, and I have no doubt, but as the divine 
principle of truth is received, and prevails, and 
reign in the chriſtian churches, and in the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel of life and ſalvation, as the 
light of the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhines in its 
glory and ſplendour, it will diſperſe the dark 
clouds of error and deluſion, as the warm beams 
of the ſun, when it ſhineth in brightneſs upon 
the outward creation, and by its powerful influ- 
ence cleanſes and purifies the air, and as it is by 
the light, heat, and operation of the ſun and 
air the life of man is preſerved, and by it nou- 
rithed and ſtrengthened, and as the heavens are 
to the earth, making it fruitful, in like manner 
as the light, power, wiſdom and glory of the 
ſpirit of God prevails and reigns in the church 
over all the power, wiſdom and glory of the 
ſpirit of man, this divine power, ariſing into 
dominion in the ſpirit of the goſpel miniſters, 
as theſe receive the divine light by influx, they 
will he as lights in a dark world; as a city that 
ſtands upon a hill that cannot be hid, others 
ſeeing their good works will glorify their father, 
in the day of heavenly viſitation, as theſe ſtars 
(miniſters abiding in their appointed ſtations, 
moving in the orb of power and wiſdom, ſhin- 
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ing in the light of the glory of God); it is by 
this light the underſtandings of the inhabitants 
of the earth ſhall be enlightened. 

| Rejoice ye with Jeruſalem, and be glad with 
her all ye that love her, rejoice with joy for her 
all ye that mourn for her, that ye may ſuck 
and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of conſolation, 
that ye may milk out and be delighted with the 
abundance of her glory; for thus faith the Lord, 
behold I will extend peace to her like a river, 
and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
ſtream. Sing, O inhabitants of the (new) hea- 
vens, and be joyful, O earth, and break forth 
into ſinging, O mountains, for the Lord hath 
comforted his people, and will have mercy on 
his afflicted. My ſoul rejoiceth under a ſenſe of 
the abundant glory that ſhall be revealed ere this 
generation paſſeth away; the day ſpring from 
on high that hath viſited us; a day of univerſal 
eace, reſtoration, and ſalvation is approaching; 
God will fulfil his word, they ſhall not hurt 
nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain, for the 
earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the ſea. The Lord be- 
gan this great and glorious work in and among 
the people called Quakers, in the morning of 
the day of heavenly viſitation, and he poured 
out his ſpirit upon, and redeemed them from 
under the power, influence and government of 
the dark ſpirit of wrath, redeemed from evil, and 
brought them under the power, influence and go- 


vernment of the meek ſpirit of the lamb of 
| God, 
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God, who taketh away the fins of the world. 
As theſe walked in the light of his ſpirit, they 
experienced reconciliation and ſal vation, as they 
walked in the light; as God dwelt in the light 
they enjoyed fellowſhip with the father and with 
his Son, and religious fellowſhip one with ano- 
ther. : 

I am induced to give this account of this peo- 
ple or church as it appears a pattern a model of 
the new church, which will be built by the 
mighty hand of the Lord, who will lay the 
foundation with precious poliſhed ſtone. John 
faith, and I faw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the firſt heaven and the firſt earth were paſ- 
ſed away, and there was no more ſea; and I, 
John, ſaw the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, pre- 
pared, as a bride for her huſband, and I heard a 
you voice out of heaven ſaying, behold the ta- 

acle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people, 
and God himſelf ſhall be with them and be 
their God. I obſerved before, the ſociety of the 
people called Quakers in the morning of the 
day of heavenly viſitation, that they were a pat- 
tern, a model of the new church which the Lord 
will build, form, and faſhion, conſiſtent with 
his power, wiſdom and glory. 

The reader will probably enquire, John, what 
was the particular ſtate of theſe people which 
thou haft recommended as an example to the 
members of the new church, the inhabitants of 
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the new-heaven-and the new earth, I anſwer, 


by the excellency of the heavenly fruit of di- 
vine love, which was evidently manifeſted in 
and among them, by the ſame rule which the 
Son of Wiſdom laid down; by this ſhall all 
men know- that ye are my diſciples, if ye love 
one another. Love is the foundation of the 
church of God, wrath is the foundation of the 
ſynagogue of ſatan; by this, faith the apoſtle to 
the primitive chriſtians, we know we are paſſed 
from death unto life, becauſe we love the bre-. 
thren. He that hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer, and we know that no murderer hath eter- 
nal life. My deſire and labour is to draw man- 
kind out of woe and miſery into peace and joy, 
out of hell into heaven, out of the hands of 
ſatan into the power and under the dominion of 
the ſpirit of the moſt high God, to tranſlate 
out of the kingdom of darkneſs into the king- 
dom of light, out of error and deluſion, from 
under the influence and power of the ſpirit of 
ſorcery, and witchcraft to and under the govern- 
ment and influence of the ſpirit of truth, life, 
light, and love; and as I build upon a ure 
foundation, the heavenly doctrines of the Son of 
God, the gates of hell, or all the powers of 
earth ſhall not be able to prevail againſt me. It 
is poſſible this ſhell, the outward covering, the 
human body, may be permitted to ſuffer for this 
teſtimony againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs, in high 
places againſt the rulers in the kingdom of dark- 


nels, My truſt is in that arm of divine power 
that 
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that has been made bare for my help, and deli- 
vered in the time of trouble and diſtreſs, in days 
that are paſt, which will ſupport under every 
proving diſpenſation, in time to come. 
I write this for your encouragement whom 
the Lord ſhall count worthy not only to believe 
but to ſuffer for his name ſake, in the near ap- 
proaching dark and gloomy day of tribulation . 
this was the ſtate of many of the beforemen- 
tioned people, for the teſtimony which the Lord 
gave them to bear againſt the evils in the world, 
againſt the falſe prophets, the hireling miniſters 
under every name, and againſt the antichriſtian 
yoke of tythes, in this alſo they are worthy of 
imitation, and in their teſtimony againſt the 
pride and vanity of the world, that Jaid in wick- 
edneſs; as theſe people received the divine gift, 
the grace of God, it taught them to live foberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent evil world, 
doing juſtly and loving mercy, doing unto others 
as they ſhould be done unto, fulfilling the royal 
hw of God, and as theſe noble valiants drank 
deep draughts of the fountain of the ſtreams of 
the ſpring of divine love, their ſpirits became 
leavened into its holy nature, became ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in and by his mighty power they 
obtained victory and dominion oyer all the evil 
ſpirits of pride, covetouſneſs, and ambition; 
and their ſwords were turned into plough-(hares, 
and they learnt war no more. Jeruſalem is a 
niet and peaceable habitation, there is nothing 


ſhall hurt or deſtroy in all the Lord's holy moun- 
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tain, This was and will be the bleſſed effect, 
the unſpeakable happineſs of all thoſe, who, in 
humility and childlike ſimplicity, obey the hea- 
venly call. Come out of Babylon, my peo- 
pie, partake not of her fins, leſt you receive of 

er plagues, come out of all her ways of idola- 
trous worſhip, invented and eſtabliſhed in the 
wall and wiſdom of the ſpirit of man. 

Drink no longer of the cup of fornication, 
come and ſuck at the breaſts of conſolation, buy 
not of the wares of the merchants of Babylon 
any more, give not your money for that which 
is not bread, nor your labour for that which 
profiteth not, ſupport no longer miniſters whom 
God hath not ſent, the people of the Lord are 
all taught of the Lord, and in righteouſneſs they 
are eſtabliſhed. The Lord will fulfil his gra- 
cious promiſes to his viſited people, he will 
write his law in their hearts and put his ſpirit 
in their inward parts. No man need to ſay to 
his neighbour, 4 go the Lord, they ſhall all 
know me from the greateſt unto the leaſt of 
them, faith the Lord. This was the teſtimony 
of a miniſter and ambaſſador ſent of God to the 
primitive experienced chriſtans. Ye need not 
that any man teach you the anointing (the di- 
vine gift) which ye have received, teacheth you all 
things this ſpirit Chriſt told his diſciples ſhould 
come in his name (ſpirit and power) and lead 
them into all truth, and abide with them for 
ever. My concern is to invite, to entreat my 
fellow mortals to hearken and hear and obey this 
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heavenly teacher, that their ſouls may live. 
Behold! faith the ſpirit, I ſtand at the door and 
knock, if any man hear my voice and open unto 
me I will come in and ſup with him, and he 
with me. Come and partake of the ſupper of 
the Lord, feed no longer upon the ſhadow, 
come to the ſubſtance, eat of the bread and 
drink of the water of life freely. 

To return again to that highly favoured peo- 
ple; the Lord poured forth of his ſpirit upon 
them, and raiſed up among them a free, living 
and powerful miniitry, his word was a fire and 
flame in their hearts; under the influence of 
this divine principle they went forth into cities, 
towns and villages, high ways and hedges, to 
turn men from darkneſs to light, from ſatan 
unto God, and they paſſed through many great 
and grievous ſufferings for their teſtimony for 
the cauſe of truth; as their day was, ſo was 
their ſtrength, the bleſſing of the Almighty 
reſted upon them, and the angel of his pre- 
ſence encamped about, and no weapon formed 
againſt them proſpered. I write this for the en- 
couragement of thoſe whom the Lord will raiſe 
as ſtandard bearers in the day of battle. The 
ſtandard of truth and righteouſneſs which is fal- 
len in our ſtreets ſhall be raiſed up again, and 
the banner of the Lord of hoſts exalted and diſ- 
played in the fight of many nations, many 
thouſands ſhall flock unto Sion as doves unto the 
windows, | | 
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Sound the trumpet, proclaim ſpiritual liberty 
to every captive ſoul throughout all the land, 
unto all the inhabitants thereof, it ſhall be a ju- 
bilee unto you, this is the acceptable day of the 
Lord. Drop down ye (new heavens) from above 
and let the ſkies pour down righteouſneſs, let 
the (new) earth open and let them bring forth 
ſalvation, and let righteouſneſs ſpring up toge- 
ther, I, the Lord have created it. Sing, O ye 
| heavens, for the Lord hath done it, ſhout ye 
lower parts of the earth, break forth into ſinging 

e mountains, O foreſt and every tree therein, 
for the Lord hath redeemed Ifrae] and glorified 
himſelf in Jacob; the end of this labour of love 
is, that mankind might experience and know 
the Lord, that he exerciſes judgment, mercy, 
and loving kindneſs in the earth, for in theſe 
things I delight faith the Lord. 

The before-named people ſet a noble example 
in living the life of the righteous, being re- 
markably juſt in their dealings, and punctual in 
fulfilling their engagements, and in their bro- 
therly kindneſs, and particular care of their 
poor ; and herein they followed the precepts of 
the primitive chriſtians, they had all things in 
common among them, not that they loſt their 
property in the goods that they poſſeſſed, but 
every one diſtributed liberally to the needy, as 
God commanded his people Iſrael, there was 
not, and to this day there is not, a beggar 


among them. Probably ſome will ſay, rt 
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thou haſt given a high character of the primitive 
Quakers, as a peculiar people, - zealous of good 
works, a people redeemed from iniquity and 
brought by a mighty hand out of ſpiritual 
Egypt through the Red Sea, where they beheld 
the wonders of the Lord, in the great deeps of 
tribulation, ſaw the waters divide and ſtand as 
wells on the right hand and on the left, and 
brought to the banks of deliverance, and ſung 
ſongs of praiſe to the Lord, and ſaid he is my 
ſtrength and ſong, he is become my ſalvation, 
he is my God and I will prepare him an habi- 
tation; who is like unto the Lord amongſt the 
Gods? Who is like thee? Glorious in holineſs, 
fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ;* this was the 
ſong of thoſe highly favoured people in their 
day, and this was the ſong of theſe highly fa- 
voured people in their day, and this will be the 
ſong of the children of the morning light in 
the approaching day, as it was with the chil- 
dren of Iſrael who feared the Lord in the days 
of Joſhua, and all the days of the elders that 
overlived Joſhua, and which had known all the 
works of the Lord that he had done for Iſrael. 
The ſucceeding generations forgot and forſook 
the God of their fathers, and did evil in his _ 
ſight, the Lord forſook them and caſt them off 
from being his people; he hid his face, his holy 
8 from them, and in his own time cauſed 
is glorious light to ſhine upon the Gentiles. 
As it was with the people of Ilrael in like man- 
ner-it happened to this people in the * of 
ep 
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deep ſuffering, like the camomile bed, the mote 
they were trodden upon the more they grew, 
while they were little and low, as the low ſhrubs 
in the valley, the ſtorms and tempeſt, and the 
ſtrong winds paſſed over them; as one genera- 
tion paſſed away, and the fathers and elders that 
had known the Lord were fallen aſleep ; another 
ee aroſe that knew not the God of their 
fathers, became heirs of their poſſeſſions, houſes 
they had not, builded vineyards they had not 
planted, became a rich people, flouriſhed like 
the branches of the tall cedars of Lebanon, 
bearing many leaves, but little fruit, theſe be- 
came as fruitleſs trees in the garden of God. 
I make theſe remarks to inform the ſerious en- 
quirer what is the caufe of the great difference 
of the ſtate of the primitive and the preſent 
profeſſors of the ſociety of the people called 
Quakers ; religious parents can leave their eatthly 
inheritance to their offspring, but they cannot 
oF them heavenly treaſures, and although there 

as been a falling away from that ſtate of ſim- 
plicity, ſo conſpicuous in their forefathers, = 
there are a few, a little remnant preſerved alive 
unto God, and have a living free miniſtry, yet 
in reſpect to the general ſtate of the ſociety as 
they have forſaken the Lord, it appears to me 
he has forſaken them, as his peculiar people he 
has covered Zion as with a cloud in his anger, 
and caſt down from heaven to the earth the beau- 
ty of Iſrael. I mourn for Zion, her walls are 
* break ing 
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broken, her gates are burnt with fire, Zion fits 
as a deſolate widow, few come to her ſolemn 
feaſts. 

Although this is the preſent ſtate of this peo- 
ple, yet the Lord will call from among them 
workmen, he will endue them with ſtrength 
and wiſdom, ſkill and underſtanding, to repair 
the breaches, to build again the walls that are 
broken down, the waſte and deſolate places of 
Zion ſhall be inhabited, this great and glorious 
work is upon the wheel, Jeruſalem ſhall be- 
come an eternal excellency and the praiſe of the 
whole earth. | 

I conclude it right in me to point forth the 
bleſſed and happy ſtate of the inhabitants of this 
new and ancient city, it is called new to diſtin= 
guiſh it from the old city of Babylon, which 
the inhabitants of the old heavens and of the old 
earth have been many years a building under the 
direction of their own evil ſpirit, craft and 
contrivance; like unto the builders of Babel, 
who ſaid, go to, let us build us a city and tower 
whoſe top may reach unto heaven; ſimilar to 
the language of the builders of the city of Ba- 
bylon (the antichriſtian church in this and pre- 
ceding ages) let us build a city (a church) and 
by the might of our ſpirits, let us build a tower 
according to our own imaginations, whole top 
may reach unto heaven, that by the ſtrength of 
our own wiſdom, we may penetrate into the ſecret 
counſels of the moſt high God, and let us by 
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the ſtrength of our own underſtanding open the 
cabinet of the deep myſteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, and let us make us a name that we 
might become eſtabliſhed as a church, and let 
us ſeek to the rulers on earth for ſupport and 
protection, that we be not ſcattered abroad upon 
the face of the earth. Hear, ye Babel builders, 
the word of the Lord; I have beheld the work 
of your hands, I have ſeen, and I will raze and 
remove the foundation of your building, and. 
bring to nought your ſecret counſels, for I will 
raiſe and cauſe to come up againſt Babylon an 
aſſembly of great nations from the north coun- 
try, and they ſhall fet themſelves in my name, 
and the ſhall be taking their arrows, ſhall be 
as a mighty expert man, none ſhall return 
in vain, becauſe of the wrath of God; it 
ſhall not be inhabited, it ſhall be wholly 
defolate, every one that goeth forth by Ba- 
bylon ſhall be aftoniſhed and hiſs at her 
plagues ; put yourſelves, ye noble valiants, for 
the cauſe of truth, in array againſt Babylon, 
round about, all ye that bend the bow, ſhoot at 
her, ſpare no arrows, for ſhe hath ſinned againſt 
the Lord; ſhout againſt her round about, cry 
aloud, her rotten foundations are fallen, her 
walls are thrown down, for it is the day of the 
vengeance of the Lord, take vengeance upon 
her, as ſhe hath done, do unto her. Feremiah 
the goth. Read the chapter, and ſolidly conſi- 
der and weigh this important ſubject. The 
earthly 
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earthly city of Rabylon is a type, a figure of the 

city of ſpiritual Babylon, the church of anti- 
chriſt, which God will deſtroy. 

And a mighty angel, a miniſter ſent of God, 
took up a ſtone like a great milſtone, and caſt it 
into the ſea, ſaying, thus ſuddenly with vio- 
lence ſhall the great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and ſhall be found no more at all. 

I am this day ſent as a little meſſenger to 
forwarn, to awaken out of a ſtate of ſtupidity 
and ſpiritual lethargy, and to call upon the in- 
habitants of the great city of Babylon to come 
out and flee as for their lives. Go forth ye 
harpers, muſicians, and pipers, go forth ye 
preachers, ye miniſters of antichriſt, and ye 
lifeleſs formal prayers and fingers, for the Lord 
hath decreed the voice of harpers, muſicians, 
Pipers, and trumpeters, ſhall be heard no more 
at all in thee, and no craftiman, of whatever 
craft he be, or whatever his attainments in hu- 
man wiſdom, ſkill, or might and underſtanding, 
the voice ſhall be no more heard at all in thee; 
and the light of the candle (the ſpirit of man) 
ſhall ſhine no more in thee, the light of the 
ſpirit of God ſhall ſhine, the light of heavenly 
wiſdom in the miniſters of the goſpel ſhall 
ſhine in its ancient brightneſs, ſplendour, and 
glory over all, in the church, in the temple, in 
the tabernacle which God hath pitched on 
earth, and not men, for thy merchants were 
great men of the earth, for by thy ſorceries 
were all nations of the earth deceived. I write 
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in faith and full aſſurance of the fulfill ing and 


accompliſhment of theſe propheſies and viſions 
which God revealed to his ſervants the prophets 
in former ages, for the information, comfort 
and conſolation of his children in this and in 
ages that are to come, that they might have hope, 
and this hope might be as an anchor to their 
ſouls, in the times of ſtorm and tempeſt It 
is clear to my underſtanding that the heavenly 
armies which the King of kings will raiſe up in 
this age, and ſend forth againſt the ſtrong holds 
of ſatan to deſtroy all his work, theſe muſt endure 
great tribulation. I have ſeen their day of 
fiery trial in the viſion as mentioned in the pre- 
face of a deep ſuffering diſpenſation to the inha- 
bitants of this nation, which I will repeat again, 
appear very near ; after (or in) this day, the Moſt 
High will bow the heavens, and come down 
and viſit in an extraordinary manner the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, with a clear day of heavenly 
light, and in an abundant manner pour forth of 
his ſpirit upon the ſpirits of the riſing genera- 
tion, call and qualify them for his work and 
ſervice, and pour upon the heads of his faithful 
miniſters the holy conſecrating oil, and cloath 
them with garments of fine white linen, with 
the breaſt-plate of precious poliſhed ſtone of 
light and wiſdom, truth and innocency, purity 
and fincerity, in that day of goſpel light. I 
charge you whom my great Lord and good maſ- 
ter ſhall in his wiſdom call into the ſacred work 
of the miniſtry, and ſanctify your ſpirits, re- 
1 member 
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member ye the command of the Lord, to Aaron 
do not drink wine nor ſtrong drink, thou, nor 
thy ſons with theee, when ye go into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, leſt ye die; it ſhall 
be a flatute to my (cholen miniſters) for ever 
throughout your generation, and that ye may 
(be qualified to) put difference between holy and 
unholy, clean and unclean ; that ye may teach 
the children of Iſrael all the ſtatutes which the 
Lord hath ſpoken unto them, by the hand of 
Moſes ; to this I will add my own experience. 
Some years back, while waiting upon my good, 
yea very good maſter, I heard his voice, faying, 
thou ſhalt not eat meat nor drink wine, thou 
ſhalt be holy unto me fait} the Lord. It was 
ſhewn unto me what was good and what the 
Lord my God required of me. TI was obedient 
for a while, left off cating fleſh of any kind, 
and drinking wine alſo, but concluding nature 
would not bear ſuch a ſudden change both in 
eating and drinking. inſtead of wine [ ſubſtituted 
ſmall mead, and by degrees indulged myſelf 
with wine ad water, and after: rn, wine, not 
to intoxication, for, from my childhood, I have 
been preſerved from that great evil. That my 
conduct may prove a caution to others, I freely 
acknowledge, when I have been putting a glaſs 
of wine to my mouth, I have been ſecretly ſmit- 
ten by the ſwift unerring witneſs for God in my 
own breaſt. I make this ac knowledzment with 
ſhame and. confufion of face, that none of my 
brethren, the children of the morning light i in 
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the approaching day of heavenly viſitation, might 
reaſon with fleſh and blood, but give up faith- 
fully in obedience to the heavenly viſion, that 
we might waſh our hands in innocency, and 
with a pure heart, and in humble obedience and 
ſubmiſſion to his revealed will, worſhip him 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity in 
Jacob, or tranſgreſſion in Iſrael, with appro- 
dation, 

I write to the praiſe of his great name, he 
did not leave me nor take his holy ſpirit from 
me. I felt, and at laſt turned at the reproofs of 
inſtruction which are the way to life and peace; 
my great Lord was pleaſed to viſit me again in 
the following mzanne,;z in the night-ſeaſon, in a 
dream, I beheld a tree on the roots, on which 
it appeared to me I had grafted round about ſe- 
veral branches, and of a ſudden I ſaw this tree 
razed from its foundations, and the branches I 
had grafted upon its root with it, and the tree 
fell againſt a hedge, and the roots of the tree and 
the branches which I had grafted upon them, 
although raiſed and looſed, yet Joſt not their 
hold entirely in the earth ; and I heard a clear 
diſtinct voice ſaying unto me, except thou re- 

nt and turn with full purpoſe of heart unto me, 
ſayeth the Lord, I will not bleſs the work of thy 
hands*, This terrible denunciation of divine diſ- 
pleaſure awakened me, both out of my natural 


+ was enge ged at this time in writing and in planting 
ah improving ot land over which my good maſter had made me 
eward. 
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ſleep and in a meaſure from ſpiritual lethargy, my 
ſoul bowed in humble contrition, I mourned un- 
der a ſenſe of unfaithfulneſs in this matter, and 
concluded to deny myſelf, and take up my croſs 
and follow my Lord and maſter in the way of 
his holy leading. Although about fixty-ſeven 
years of age, I am but a young convert to this 
abſtemious way of living, to drink no wine or 
ſtrong drink. The firſt day I left off my ſpi- 
rits were a little lower than common, from eas 
time I feel myſelf as well as ever. 

I have thought that this was required of me 
that I might be an example to the miniſters and 
members of the new church, the inhabitants 
of the new heavens and of the new earth, 
which the moſt high will create by the word 
of his power. I am at preſent joined in reli- 
gious connection with no ſociety, am waiting 
to behold the bride, the beloved ſpouſe, the 
lambs wife (the true church) come out of the 
wilderneſs, leaning upon the breaſt of her be- 
loved, cloathed with the ſun, with heavenly 
light, and the moon, all that is terreſtrial under 
her feet, and upon her head is a crown of 
twelve ſtars; times and ſeaſons are in the hands 

of the Almighty ; it is very uncertain whether 
another opportunity will offer to addreſs you 
new born babes, children of the morning light, 
horn again of the immortal ſeed, the word, the 
ſpirit of God, not of the will of man, but of 
the will of God. 
| I have 
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J have travelled with deep ſympathy with you 
under a view and living ſenſe of the deep trials 
which ye mult pats through; the great red dra- 
gon the ſerpent will caſt out of his mouth floods 
of waters, that he might cauſe you to be car- 
ried away with the floods of perſecution, I 
have ſeen a day of violent perſecution approach- 
ing, wherein many of the precious ſervants of 
God, for their faithful teſtimony which he will 
give them to bear in his name, will be baniſhed 
out of the nation; this will be a day of fiery 
trial, to be ſeparated from all earthly enjoy- 
ments and connections, and ſent into a ſtrange 
land, the huſband ſeparated from his beloved 
wife, children from their beloved parents, 
dragged as tranſgreſſors to the priſon, and from 
priſon on board veſſels for to be tranſported as 
felons beyond the ſeas, I muſt honeſtly con- 
feſs, while writing this meſſage, my ſoul is bap- 
tized into deep ſympathy with the precious ſuf- 
fering ſeed whom I ſalute in the language of 
the prophet, fear not, worm Jacob, I have called 
thee by name, when thou go through the fire, the 
flames ſhall not kindle upon thee, and through 
the waters, the floods ſhall not overwelm thee ; 
thy enemies are but as inſtrumens in the hands 
of the Lord, to prepare, to poliſh you as pre- 
cious ſtones that ſhall ſhine in ſplendour, bright- 
neſs, and glory, thou ſhalt become the beauty 
of nations, and the bleſſing of the God of Iſrael 
ſhall reſt upon you, and go with you, and his 
light 
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light ſhall ſhine upon your tabernacle, and he 
will reveal the myſteries of his kingdom, and 
open unto you the treaſures of wiſdom and of 
light, and give you wiſe and underſtanding 
hearts, he will be your father, and ye ſhall be 
his ſons and daughters in whom he will delight. 
Fear not, ye tender heavenly babes the rage and 
wrath of men, their power is limited, not a hair 
of your heads ſhall fall to the ground without 
your heavenly Father's permiſſion; he will make 
all things to work together for good to thoſe 
that love and fear him, by the unmerited mercy 
of the moſt high. I can bear teſtimony of his 
never-failing arm, which is made bare for the 
ſupport, protection, and deliverance of all thoſe 
that put their truſt therein. 

I am firmly perſuaded this day of perſecu- 
tion, violent perſecution of the members of the 
true church, is very near, not only from a 
ſight and ſenſe with which I was favoured in 
the aforementioned viſion, but from the ſacred 
records, as it appears to me to be the diſpenſa- 
tion wherein the ſixth Angel poured out his vial 
of the wrath of God upon the great-river Eu- 
phrates, and the waters thereof are dried up. I 
fay again, heavenly light has clearly diſcovered 
to the Lord's ſervants, and will diſcover to-many 
thouſands, the deadly effe& and dreadful con- 
ſequence to the inhabitants of the old heavens 
(the antichriſtian church af the old earth) who 
have been drinking of the wine of the waters of 
fornication, drinking of the 2 poi ſonous 
waters (doctrines) that flow from the W 
| G | t 
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of human wiſdom; the ſpirit faith, all the wa- 
ters that flow from this river, all the ſtreams 
ſhall be dried up, and there ſhall be no more 
ſea. I underſtand, by the old heaven and earth 
and ſea paſſing away, to be works of the hands 
of men and not of God, which are good and 
abide for ever, it is the works of men, the hea- 
vens, the church, which they have built, 
formed, and faſhioned, according to their own 
wiſdom, craft and contrivances, for their own 
honour, intereſt and glory. The word is going 
forth, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his 
people, and God himſelf ſhall be with them 
and be their God, and ſhall, wipe away all tears 
from their eyes, and there ſhall be no more-ſpi- 


ritual darkneſs, neither ſorrow nor crying, nei- 


ther ſhall there be any more death, for the 
former things are done away; and he that fat 
upon the throne ſaid, behold I make all things 
new; and he ſaid unto me, write, for theſe things 
are true and faithful. And he ſaid unto me tis 
done, IJ am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, I will give to him that is a-thirſt of 
the waters of life freely, and he that overcometh 
ſhall inherit all things; and I will be his God, 
and he ſhall be my fon. 

Bleſſed be all thoſe that receive, believe and 
experience the fulfilling of theſe gracious pro- 
miſes for themſelves, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven 1s within men. 

To return, at the drying up of the great wa- 
ters of the river Euphrates, the evil angels, the 
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miniſters of ſatan, the merchants of Babylon 
ſhall caſt duſt upon their heads, ſaying, alas, 
alas, that great city, wherein had been made. 
rich all that had ſhips in the ſea, by reaſon of 
her coſtlineſs, for in one hour ſhe is made deſo- 
late; when the hireling miniſters of antichriſt, 
under the various names, ſee their traders loſt, 
the ways and means whereby they obtain abun- 
dance of riches are removed, at this they will 
be exceedingly enraged, even in the hour of the 
power of darkneſs, they ſhall riſe up in the 
ſtrength, in the might of their own power, and 
ſpirits to oppoſe the great work which the 
Lord hath begun, and which he will carry on 
by weak and contemptible inſtruments, that his 
own power might evidently appear and be ma- 
nifeſted in and through them, that no fleſh 
might glory in his preſence, it is againſt theſe 
whom God will chooſe for his ſervants, the 
evil angels, and will declare war at the drying 

up of the great river | | 
The prophet ſaw three unclean” ſpirits like 
frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, 
and of the falſe prophet, for they are the ſpirits 
of devils, working miracles, which go forth to 
the Kings of the carth to gather them' to the 
battle of the great God Almighty. | 
Under this character I beheld a dark combi- 
nation to deſtroy, if poſſible, the true church, 
which the prophet beheld with wonder from 
heaven; this woman cloathed with the ſun and 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown 
of twelve ſtars, and ſhe being with child cried 
| (lifted 
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(lifted up her voice travelling in heavenly birth 
and pained to be delivered) and there appeared 
another wonder in (the antichriſtan) heaven, and 
behold a great red dragon, having ſeven heads 
(full of ſubtlety) and ten horns and ſeven crowns 
upon his head. By the light that flows from 
theſe truths I ſee the ſtate of the two king- 
doms, the kingdom, or church of the old man 
Adam, wherein ſelf-will, which is called ſatan, 
Beelzebub, and the devil, reigns and rules over 
his obedient ſubjects, ſaying, in the pride of his 
heart, I will exalt my throne above the ſtars of 
God, I will ſet alſo upon the mount of the 
congregations, I will govern in church and 
ſtate, I will aſcend above the heights of the 
clouds, I will transform myſelf, and appear like 
the moſt high. | 

By a ray of heavenly light I beheld the woe 
and miſery of the inhabitants of the old heavens 
and of the old earth, the church and kingdom 
of the old man, who is called the God of 
this world, which beareth rule in the hearts of 
the children of diſobedience, whoſe underſtand- 
ings are darkened, being alienated (reprobated, 
ſeparated) from God, it is the offspring of Adam 
that are the fallen angels, ſpirits which are 
ſeparated by their rebellion from the kingdom of 
heaven, and caſt themſelves down to hell, where 
they have erected for themſelves a kingdom, 
Which is full of darkneſs; this kingdom is diſ- 
covered in the ſacred oracles under various cha- 
rafters, under the preſent diſpenſation of the 
goſpel, called Babylon, I ſaw, faith John, _ 
? _— ther 
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ther angel, a miniſter, ſent of God, came 
down from the (new) heaven, having great 

wer, and the (new) earth was lighted with 

is glory, and he cried with a ſtrong voice ſay- 
ing, Babylon the great is fallen, is difcovered to 
be the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul ſpirit, and a cage of unclean and hate- 
ful birds; it is the inhabitants of this city, the 
children of the great whore of the falſe chureh, 
that which is born, and liveth after the fleſh in 
all ages, paſt, preſent, and to come, which 
make war againſt, and perſecuteth the children 
of the Lord, which are born again of his mighty 
ſpirit and power, | X13 

The time is near approaching wherein the 
eyes of the people will be opened to behold the 
ground, the foundation of the church of God, 
and of the ſynagogue of ſatan. I have heard a 
voice from heaven ſaying, it is my determined 
counſel to viſit the children of men, with the 
arifing of my word in their hearts, which ſhall 
give them a more clear diſcovery f the myſ= 
tery of the ſcriptures which hath been hid from 
ages. The revelation of the myſteries of the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures by the ſpirit of God, the ſpirit of 
wiſdom, light, and love, is the foundation of, 
and the canopy of the new heavens, the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground. of 
truth ; this church is cloathed with the ſun, the 
fountain of light and truth, it is the glory of 
| God (not of man) which lighters it, and the 
lamb is the light thereof, .and the nations of 


them which are ſaved ſhall walk in the light of 
it, 
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it, and the kings of the new earth do bring their 
glory and honour into it; this is the glorious 
diſpenſation revealed unto, and foretold by the 
prophet. / My ſoul rejoiceth under a view of the 
near approach of this day of goſpel light, as 
mankind receive this light, which is breaking 
forth, which ſhines, and will ſhine and become 
as the light of teven days. 

The ſeventh angel is preparing to ſound his 
trumpet, in this laſt diſpenſation there will be 
great voices in the new heaven ſaying, the king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
the Lord, and of his Chriſt; the inhabitants of 
this terreſtrial globe will put off the old man 
with his corrupt deeds, and put on the new man, 
the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, the 
quickening ſpirit. Here lies the ground of the 
myſtery of the two births, which is earthly and 
_ heavenly, . Every birth bears the image of that 
ſpirit of which it is born, the ſon of heavenly 
wiſdom taught the myſtery of a new birth. 
Except a man is born again of (heavenly) wa- 
ter, and of the ſpirit, he cannot ſee, and except 
he be converted and become as a little child he 
cannot inherit or enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Men muſt, by an humble ſubmiſſion to the 
work and operation of the ſpirit of God, ex- 

rience a death unto fin, and a new birth unto 
righteouſneſs. Man's will muſt be ſubdued and 
brought into ſubjection, that with integrity of 
heart he may truly ſay, not mine but thy will 
be done; it 1s By the living powerful word, the 
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mighty ſpirit, the ſon of God, that mankind 
muſt experience in and for themſelves, redemp- 
tion and deliverance from under the power and 
domnion of this kingdom of darkneſs; this 
was the end of the manifeſtation of the com- 
ing of the Son of Divine Wiſdom to redeem 
mankind from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works; 
the command of God to his people was and is, 
be ye holy, as I the Lord am holy ; again, be 
ye perfect, as, your heavenly father is perfect. 
The word of the Lord is to them that fear him. 
Behold I will ſend my meſſenger and he ſhall 
prepare the way before me, and the Lord, whom 
ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, 
even the meſſenger of the covenant, whom ye 
ſhall delight in, behold he ſhall come, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts, he, who may abide the day of 
his coming, and who ſhall ſtand the day of his 
appearing, for he is like a refiner's fire, and like 
fuller's ſoap; and he thall fet as a refiner with 
fire, and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and 
purge them as gold and filver, that they may 
offer unto the Lord, as in the days of old, as 
in former years. This word is for you whom 
the Lord will call unto his holy habitation, he 
will purify you in the furnace of affliction, ye 
{ſhall become as pure gold ſeven times tried in 
the fire, the King of kings will ſtamp his image 
upon you. I feel the love of my heavenly fa- 
ther to flow as a river, as a mighty ſtream, 
toward the young and riſing generation, whom 
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the Lord will chooſe for his ſons and daughters, 
and they ſhall be as the firſt born of many bre- 
thren, and as the firſt fruits unto God, in 
whom he will be glorified, and his glory ſhall 
be as a crown and diadem upon their taberna- 
cle; for from the riſing of the ſun to the going 
down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great 
among the gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure of- 
fering unto my name ſhall be great among the 
heathens ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; and it ſhall 
be in that day that living waters (heavenly doc- 
trines) ſhall go out from ſeruſalem, and the 
Lord fhall be King over all the (new) earh, in 
that day there ſhall be but one Lord, and his 
name one, I mention theſe paſſages of the ſa- 
cred oracles to prove the univerſal love of God 
to the whole bulk of mankind, the workman- 
ſhip of his holy hands; and the day of univer- 
fal reſtoration mankind muſt return by the 
door they went out. Thoſe that miniſter in 
the word and doctrine in and among the people 
of the Lord, muſt wait at the poſts of heavenly 
wiſdom to hear her voice, and to fill the arifing 
of divine power into dominion in their ſpirits. 
Wiſdom is the breath of the power of God, 
and pure influence flowing from the glory of 
of the Almighty; ſhe is the brightneſs of the 
_ everlaſting light, the unſpotted mirror of the 
power of God, and the image of his godlineſs, 
the can do all things, ſhe maketh (createth) all 


things new, and in all ages entereth into holy 
ſouls 
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ſouls; ſhe maketh them friends of God, and 
prophets; wiſdom faith to her children, with- 
out me ye can do nothing, I am the root of life, I 
am the vine, ye are the branches ; as the branches 
cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine, no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. The ſpirit 
of wiſdom (which is the ſon of God) faith, my 
ſheep (my miniſters) know my voice, I put them 
forth and go before them, they follow me, and 
the voice of a ſtranger they will not follow; m 

words they are ſpirit and they are life, by whic 

the ſpirits of the dead are quickened, nouriſhed, 
and ſtrengthened, and preſerved alive to God. 
Ye inhabitants of the new Heavens, and of the 
new earth, remember ye the exerciſes of the 
young King of Iſrael, who faith, I prayed, and 
underſtanding was given me, I called upon God 
(not man) and the ſpirit of wiſdom came to me, 
I preferred her before ſceptres, and eſteemed 
tiches nothing in compariſon ; I loved her above 
health and beauty, and chuſe to have her in eſti- 
mation beyond all earthly good, ſo that all good 
things may meet together; there is with wiſdom 
innumerable riches, I rejoice in them all becauſe 
wiſdom goeth before them, I learned diligently 
and do communicate liberally, I do not hide her 
riches, for ſhe is a treaſure unto men that never 
faileth, which they that uſe become the friends 
of God. As men turn their eyes from men, and 
look with a fingle eye unto God, their whole 
bodies ſhall be full of light, and as they walk in 
the lighs, as God is in the light, they will expe- 
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rience fellowſhip with him, and their languages 


will flow; come and have fellowſhip with us, 
as truly our fellowſhip is with the Father and the 
Son; come and let us aſſemble ourſelves together, 
and in the filence of all fleſh wait upon God to 
feel our ſpirits attracted by his ſpirit, virtue, and 
power, and draw us nigh unto God, and he will 
draw nigh unto us, and teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths. Experience 
teacheth all. the children of wiſdom, that her 
ways are pleaſantneſs, and paths peace ; my heart 
is enlarg'd in that love that ſeeketh the happineſs 
of the inhabitants of the whole univerſe. I tra- 
vel in birth till Chriſt the ſpirit of wiſdom, light 
and love, the word of God, the heavenly ſeed 
which is ſown, be formed and faſhioned, and by 
its divine power, form and faſhion the ſpirits of 
the children of men into its heavenly likeneſs ; 

as mankind in their natural ſtate have borne the 
image of him that is earthly in like manner, in 
and by the virtue of the regenerating power, they 
may henceforth bear the heavenly image of in- 
nocency, purity, and holineſs, which is the image 
of God, in which man was created and ordained 
in the wiſdom of God, to govern the world in 
equity and juſtice, and with an upright heart, 

the inhabitants of the Heavens and the earth, 

which the Moſt High will create. This mighty 
work muſt be begun, and by the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom, in the ſpirits of mankind; as by the pride 
and diſobedience of men, derkoeks and death en- 


tered in the world; in like manner, by the hum- 
ble 
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ble ſubjection and obedience of man to the di- 
vine will, heavenly life and light ſhall come in- 
to, and prevail, conquer, overcome, and reign 
in man over the kingdom of darkneſs; as, faith 
the wiſe men, incorruption bringeth us near unto 
God, therefore the defire of wiſdom bringeth 
men to a kingdom of glory, for the trumpet thall 
tound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 
and we ſhall be changed; for this corruptible bo- 
dy muſt put on and be cloathed with the ſpirit 
of incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on the 
ſpirit of immortality, and he will ſwallow up 
death in victory, and the Lord will wipe away 
tears from all your eyes, and the rebuke of his 
people ſhall he take away from all the earth, for 
the Lord hath ſpoken it, and he will deſtroy in 
this his holy mountain, the face of the covering, 
the cloud of ſpiritual darkneſs caſt over all peo- 
ple, and the veil that is ſpread over all nations. 
By the light of theſe ſacred truths, I behold 
the ſhadows of the evening paſſing away ſwiftly, 
and the light of the morning breaking forth; and 
it ſhall come to paſs in theſe laſt days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
on the top of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations ſhall flow unto 
it, and many people (faithful miniſters) ſhall go, 
(run to and fro) and ſay, (as I do this day) come 
ye and let us go up to the houſe of the Lord, to 
the mountain of the God of Jacob, and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths, for out of Zion ſhall go forth the law and 
H 2 the 
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the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem (the new 
church), and he the Lord ſhall judge amongſt 
the nations, and thall rebuke many people, (rea- 
der believe), and they ſhall beat their ſwords 
into plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning. 
hooks, nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt na- 
tion, neither ſhall they learn war any more. 
O Houſe of Jacob! come and let us walk in the 
light of the Lord | | 
{ conclute I have produced paſſages out of the 
ſacred records ſufficient to convince thoſe who 
have eyes to ſee and a heart to receive and believe 
the word of the Lord, and the teſtimony which 
he gave his ſervants to bear in his name concern» 
ing the preſent diſpenſations; and I can do no 
better than refer the chriſtian reader to my great 
Lord and maſter, and pray unto him for wiidom 
and light; it is the inſpiration of the Almighty 
that giveth ſpiritual underſtanding; the moſt 
high revealeth the myſteries of his kingdom to 
his ſubjects, immediately and inſtrumentally as 
it ſeemeth good in his ſight, giving to every one 
a ſufficient meaſure and maniteſtation of his ſpirit 
of grace, light, and love to profit with all; and 
the command of the ſon of wiſdom to his diſ- 
ciples is, while I and my father work, work ye; 
as | bear teſtimony concerning a new (church) 
heaven and earth. Before I conclude, I believe it 
my duty according to the meaſure of the grace 
communicated to give a deſcription of this king- 
dem, and of the government, and the attendance 
of the miniſters of ſtate and ambaſſadors, and - 
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the judges, and of the happineſs of the inhabi- 
tants of the land; as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, the kingdom of God is exalted in viſ- 
dom, power, and glory above the wiſdom, 
power, and glory of the kingdom of this world; 
as there is ſo many ſacred teſtimonies left upon 
record, concerning the greatneſs of the power 
and glory of the kingdom, and the goodneſs and 
tender compaſſion and loving kindneſs of my Lord 
and maſter to all thoſe that obey his voice; that. 
I ſhall not at preſent enl irge- thereon, the mini- 
ſters of the Lord of. hoſts that approach the 
throne of his glory are all noblemen, cloathed: 
with the garments of innocency, purity, and in- 
tegrity, and having a ſtar upon their breaſts which 
ſhine in great luſtre, thoſe miniſters and ambaſſa- 
dors when they approach the. preſence. of their 
Lord and maſter that fits upon the throne, it 1s. 
in awful fear, and in ſolemn flence, admiration, 
adoration and worſhip they bow before him ; and 
in humble proſtration patiently wait to know his 
holy will, and to hear his gracious voice, and at- 
tend to the pointing of his finger, and to move 
into the ſervice that tends to the exaltation of his 
great name, and to the information, comfort and 
conſolation of his ſons and daughters who are 
waiting and looking with a ſingle eye, and their 
dependance is upon their heavenly Father for 
heavenly bread, by which they are nouriihed, 
ſtrengthened. and preſerved alive, unto whom 
they render and aſcribe all the praiſe, honour and 
glory who is worthy for evermore, Amen, 

The 
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In the ſimplicity of my heart, and in childlike 
innocency I write theſe truths as they preſent 
themſelves, as it ha: fallen to my lot to diſcover 
the foundation of that miniſtry and form of wor- 
ſhip which ſtand in the will and wiſdom of fallen 
man; peradventure ſome will query, John how 
and in what manner ſhould the members of the 
new church perform acceptable worſhip; to 
thoſe honeſt enquiries I anſwer, let them meet 
together, and in ſolemn filence retire to the divine 
gift of God's holy ſpirit within, and patiently 
wait to feel this divine ſpirit, to prepare in the 
heart a pure offering, ſeaſoned with grace (the 
falt of the new covenant) which ſhall aſcend as 
a ſweet ſmelling ſacrifice, holy and acceptable 
unto God. 

The hour is come, thoſe that worſhip God 
aright muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; 
for ſuch the Father ſeeks to worthip him. The 
preparation of the heart is of the Lord, as his 
ſervants wait to feel his preparing power; this 
power will ariſe into dominion and overſhadow 
the ſolemn aſſembly of the Lord's humble de- 
pendant children, upon whom he will work 
mightily, and appear in the midſt of them, and 
raiſe up and qualify by his ſpirit for the work of 
the miniſtry, and put his word, which is as a fire, 
into their hearts. From this living eternal word 
ariſes a flame of divine love, as this love prevails 
over all in the ſpirits of the miniſters, conſtrain- 
ing them by its powerful influence to ſpeak a 


word | in ſeaſon to the information, comfort, and 
conſolation 
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conſolation of the family of God. Herein lies 
the true ground of ſpiritual worſhippers and mi- 
niſters, in which the holy ſpirit is the author, 
Alpha and the Omega, the creator and finiſher; 
and I teſtify this divine ſpirit is the ground of 
ſpiritual worſhip, wherein the ſpirits of the 
Lord's children have free admittance into his 
holy preſence, in which his heavenly life, and 
at whoſe right hand there is fulneſs of joy and 
pleaſures for evermore. And I teſtify this divine 
ſpirit is the origin, the foundation, and ſpring 
of living miniſtry, the entrance of the word of 
the Lord giveth life. I am come, faith the 
ſpirit, that mankind might have heavenly life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly (than 
in former diſpenſations.) I will ariſe in my 
holy habitation, in my holy tabernacle, my 
delight is in the habitable parts of the earth. 

I am the promiſed ſeed of the woman, the 
bride, the lamb's wife, (the true church) I am 
the heavenly birth; I will bruiſe the head of the 
ſerpent and deſtroy the enmity, and break down 
the partition wall, and open a new and living 
way (of worſhip) whereby the ſpirits of the 
children of men ſhall enter into paradiſe, and 
have free acceſs unto and eat of the fruit of the 
tree of life which ſtands in the midit of (in the 
centre of the ſoul) the paradiſe of God; I am 
the inexhauſtible fountain, the -ſpring from 
which the pare river of the water of life flows 
clcar as cryſtal, which runs through the midſt of 
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the city; whoſoever drinks of the ſtreams of this 
river ſhall thirſt no more. 

I Jeſus have fent my angel this day to teſtify 
unto you theſe things; in the new church I am 
the root and offspring of David, the bright and 
morning ſtar; the ſpirit and the bride fay come, 
and let him that is athirſt for God come ; who- 
ſoever will, let him take of the waters of 
life freely. By the light of theſe truths I 
behold the excellency of the wiſdom, vir- 
tue, power, and glory of that worſhip and mi- 
niſtry, and doctrine, which proceedeth out of 
the throne of God, and of the lamb ; the lion of 
the tribe of Judah the root of David hath pre- 
vailed to open the book of the ſacred oracles, the 
ſcriptures, and to looſe the ſeven ſeals thereof; 
and I beheld, and lo! in the midſt of the throne, 
and of the four beaſts (the new ſtates) and in the 
midſt of the elders (members of the new church) 
ſtood a lamb as it had been ſlain, having ſeven 
horns (perfection of ſtrength), and ſeven eyes 
(perfection of light) which are the ſeven ſpirits 
of God ſent forth into all parts of the (new) 
earth, to enlighten every inhabitant thereof; and 
he came and took the book out of the right hand 
of him that fit upon the throne; and when he 
had taken it, the four-and-twenty elders (the 
members of the new church) fell down be- 
fore the lamb, having every one of them harps 
and golden vials (purified hearts) full of odours 
(pure incenſe), which are the prayers of the 
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Saints, and they ſung a new ſong, (in the new 
church) ſaying, thou art worthy (not man) to 
take the book and unlooſe the ſeals (the myſteries 
thereof) for thou waſt ſlain and haſt redeemed us 
by thy blood (life and virtue) out of every kin- 
dred and tongue, and people and nation, and haſt 
made us unto God, ſpiritual kings and prieſts, 
and we ſhall reign on the (new) earth. And I 
beheld and heard the voice of many angels (mi- 
niſters) round about the throne of God; and the 
beaſts and the elders (governors in ſtate and 
church) and the numbers of them was ten thou- 
fand, and thouſands thouſands faying with a loud 
voice, worthy is the lamb that was ſlain (in Ba- 
bylon) to receive power and riches, and wiſdom 
and ſtrength, and honour and glory, and bleſſing, 
and every one which is in the (new) heavens and 
on the (new) earth, and ſuch as are on the ſea 
(the boundleſs ocean of divine love) and all that 
are in them heard them faying again, bleſſing, 
honour, and glory, and power be unto him (not 
to man) that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the lamb for ever and ever; and the four beaſts 
(all the earthly ftates) faid amen; and the four- 
and- twenty elders (all the miniſters and members 
of the myſtical heavenly body) fell down and 
worſhipped him that liveth for ever and ever. 
RR v. v. 

True 'worſhip is a dedication of the ſoul unto 
God, and humble ſubmiſſion to his divine will 
and obedience to all his commands; and as thoſe 
that fear the Lord meet together to ibink 
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his name, and to wait upon him as the primitive 
chriſtians, in ſolemn ſilence, until they are endu'd 
trom on high with power, until they livingly 
feel the moving of the ſpirit of God upon the 
face of the great deep, and ſay, let there be light, 
and wait till the light be ſeparated from the dark- 
neſs and ſhine in brightneſs in your ſpirits, giv- 
ing a clear ſight and ſenſe of what God requires 
of you, either to approach his living preſence in 
humble ſpecalation, or to read and expound ſome 
parts of the holy ſcriptures, agreeable to that 
ability, wiſdom, and underſtanding, received 
from him; as the ſpirit of man ſtands in the 
counſel of God, and reads and cauſes the people 
to hear his word (they ſhall according to his 
promiſes) turn them from the evil of their ways, 
and from the evil of their doings; as the miniſters 
of God move under the inſpiration and influence 
of his holy ſpirit in reading and expounding the 
Lord's facred oracles, or in bearing a living teſti- 
mony from their own experience of the dealings 
of the moſt high with them, or in ſinging a 
hymn of praiſe to the glory of his great name ; 
as the miniſters of the Lord are filled with and 
baptized by the heavenly fire of the word of the 
ſpirit of wiſdom, light, and love; as this divine 
ſpirit moves upon the ſpirits of men, and is to 
them mouth and wiſdom, tongue and utterance, 
the words that flow from this fountain are ſpirit 
and life, and they beget heavenly life in the ſpi- 
rits of the hearers. 'Thus miniſters and hearers 
are . baptized together into one ſpirit, .and -all. 
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2 of its power, life, and virtue, as mem- 
ers of the ſame body. Here lies the ground of 
communion, union of ſpirit, a bleſſed ſtate for 
the children to ſit together at the table of their 
heavenly Father, who is in the midſt of them, 
adminiſtering to every one as it pleaſeth him. 

It is likely ſome will ſay, John, thou haſt re- 
commended the primitive Quakers as a pattern, 
a model of the new church, and as examples to 
the inhabitants of the new heavens and of the 
new earth; and thou haſt alſo recommended to 
theſe to hear, and to read, and to expound to the 
aſſembly, as wiſdom is received from the Lord; 
yet the preſent members, the deſcendants of that 
people are not in this practice when they meet 
together, 

I deſire to be tender in this, in which, as a ſo- 
ciety, they ſuſtain deep loſs by depriving them- 
ſelves of the means which the Lord hath put 
into their hands, for their information', comfort, 
ſtrength, and conſolation. The practice of their 
forefathers in this matter is not ſufficient ground 
for their conduct, as cuſtoms alter caſes. In 
the time of the firſt riſe of this people the 
power of the Lord overſhadowed their ſolemn 
aſſembly in a marvellous manner; the word of 
the Lord went forth powerfully, yea, ſpeaking 
after the manner of men, the moſt high came 
down from his holy habitation, and appeared as 
upon Mount Sinai, when he ſpake to his ſervant 
Moſes, and revealed unto him his holy will im- 
mediately, and gave him written laws and ſta- 
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tutes which ſhould be for a light, a guide, and a 
rule, for his choſen people to walk by. And 
the Lord gave command to gather his people to- 
gether, men, women, and children, and the 
ſtranger that is within the gates, that they may 
hear, and that they may learn to fear the Lord, 
and obſerve to do all the words of the law. 

It is very clear to my underſtanding the ſacred 
ſcriptures, I call them facred as proceeding from 
God, the fountain, the inviſible ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom, cloaths and makes herſelf manifeſt. to her 
children in a viſible body; her words drop as 
dew, her ſpeech diſtill as ſmall rain upon the 
tender plants; this eternal ſpirit of wiſdom is a 
ſpirit of life and light, by which thoſe that receive 
her receive heavenly life and light, whereby 
their ſpirits are quickened and their underſtand- 
ings illuminated. 

My ſpirit, while writing theſe truths, is bap- 
tized into a living ſenſe of the ſuperabundant 
goodneſs of the moſt high God, in the revelation 
of his will to mankind through, and. by theſe 
ſacred oracles, which are as waters, as pure 
ſtreams flowing from that pure river the waters 
of lite, which run through the midſt of the 
city, making glad the whole heritage of God. 
The apoſtle ſaw the excellency of the ſcriptures, 
and the great bleſſing they were of to members 
of chriſtian congregations, ſaying, whatſoever 
things were written aforetime, were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the ſcriptures (which they adminiſter) 

might 
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might have hope; the holy ſcriptures are able to 
make us wiſe unto ſalvation through faith, which is 
in Jeſus Chriſt, Again, all ſcripture is given by 


inſpiration of God is profitable for correction, 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
every good work. It is evident from this teſti- 
mony, the ſcriptures not only adminiſter inſtruc- 
tion, comfort, and conſolation, but are powerful 
under divine benediction, even to perfect the man 
of God, and to furniſh and qualify him for every 
good work. 
I appeal to you men of underſtanding, who 
are parents, whole children are placed at a confi- 
derable diſtance under a ſympathetical ſenſe of 
the various trials and temptations they are expoſed 
to in the time of probation: from this ſympa- 
thy, ye feel your minds diſpoſed to pay your 
tender offspring an affectionate viſit in a written 
epiſtle to inſtruct, encourage, and to comfort 
them under the various viciſſitudes of life; and 
although ſeparated in the body, yet preſent in 
ſpirit; in your writing ſpiritually communication 
and addreſs, thoſe that receive your writing ma- 
niteſtly will receive you, thoſe that reje it re- 
jet you. The end of theſe remarks is, as it has 
pleaſed our heavenly Father to reveal unto us by 
his ſpirit, the hidden myſtery and the riches of 
of the light, and knowledge of the glory of his 
heavenly kingdom, prize this unſpeakable 
privilegeand bleſſing wherewith he hath favour- 


ed us. 
Probably 
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Probably ſome will fay, John, thou ſtrongly 


recommendeſt to the members of the new church 
to aſſemble themſelves together and to wait in 
ſolemn filence and turn their minds inward to 
the gift of God, and wait to feel the movings, 
the pure influence of his holy ſpirit, to prepare 
and qualify for divine worſhip in filent medita- 
tion and adoration, and in prayer or public teſti- 
mony, or in reading the holy ſcriptures in ſingle- 
neſs of heart, and expounding them. As wiſ- 
dom is received from the Lord, and as the people 
have a capacity to receive heavenly information, 
comfort, ſtrength, & conſolation, this every ſenſi- 
ble chriſtian reader will acknowledge is good, and 
lay, do not the profeſſors of the chriſtian faith 
in general practice the reading of thoſe ſacred 
writings in thoſe places appointed for religious 
worſhip, yet by their general conduct they ap- 
pear to remain in a ſtate of ignorance and ſtupi- 
dity. What is the ground of the ſpiritual dark- 
neſs and poverty and famine and death, and yet 
there is ſuch an abundant ſpiritual riches and 
light in the midſt of the people; this query 
draws me with grief back again into the painted 
ſepulchres of the dead. I hope my ſtay will 
not be long among the door keepers of the tombs 
of the dry bones, in whom there is neither ſpi- 
ritual life or maſter, who are a ſtink in the noſtrils 
of the moſt high God and his holy angels. This 
is a true figure, a juſt r e eg of the gene- 
ral ſtate of profeſſing chriſtians. What tender 
impreſſions are the lifeleſs bones capable to te- 
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ceive; they have eyes and ſee not, ears and hear 
not, deſtitute of all feeling, ſenſe, or underſtand- 
ing, except the dead are raiſed, all reading and 
preaching is but in vain. In the name of the 
King of kings, the God and Father of all ſpirits, 
I this day ſound the trumpet he hath put into my 
hand, and with lifted up voice proclaim, the 
mighty day of the Lord is come, all the tribes 
of the old earth ſhall mourn, and they ſhall ſee 
the ſon of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
(in the miniſters of the new church) with power 
and glory; and he ſhall ſend his angels (his mini- 
ſters) with a great ſound of trumpet, and he ſhall 
gather together his ele& from the four winds, 
from one end of the new heavens to the other; 
and the Lord will create upon every mountain and 
dwelling in Zion, and upon her religious aſſem- 
blies, a heavenly cloud and ſmoke by day, and the 
ſhining of a flaming fire by night, upon all the 
glory (of the church of God) ſhall be a defence; 
and there ſhall be a tabernacle, a ſhadow in the 
day of trial, from the heat of perſecution,” and 
for a place of refuge, and for a covert from the 
violent ſtorms, and from the rain. By the light 
of theſe truths I behold the hand of the good 
ſhepherd of Iſrael ftretched forth to gather the 
ſcattered ſheep from off the barren mouatains of 
a lifeleſs profeſſion; and Sharon ſhall be a fold of 
flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for herds 
to lay down in for my people that have ſought 
me; theſe and many other paſſages of ſacred re- 
cords ſet forth the glory of God, which thall 
reſt upon Zion in thele lait ages of the world. 
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Put off, O Jeruſalem, the garment of thy 
mourning and affliction, and put on the glory 
that cometh from God; caſt about thee a double 
garment of the righteouſneſs that cometh from 
God (not man) and ſet a diadem on thy head of 
the glory of the everlaſting ; for God will ſhew 
thy brightneſs unto every country under heaven; 
for thy name ſhall be called of God for ever; 
the peace of righteouſneſs and glory of God; 

Worthip, ariſe, ariſe, O! Jeruſalem, and ſtand 
on high, and look about towards the (riſing ge- 
neration) eaſt and behold thy children gathered 
from the weſt unto the eaſt hy the word (the 

ſpirit) of the holy one, rejoicing in the remem- 
brance of God ; for God hath appointed that every 
high hill (and mountain of imaginetion) and 
banks of long continuance ſhould: be caſt down, 
and the vallies filled up to make even the ground, 
that Iſrael may go ſafely in the glory of God; 
moreover even the woods and every ſweet ſmell- 
Ing tree ſhall overſhadow (ſpread) Iſrael by the 
commandment of God, for God ſhall lead Iſrael 
with joy in the light of this glory, with the 
mercy and righteouſneſs that cometh from him, 
who is worthy of, and unto whom in humble 
proſtration of ſoul I this day render adoration and 
worſhip, dominion, honour and glory, who 1s 
worthy thereof, and to rule and reign in heaven 
and on earth, in church and ſtate, for ever and 


for evermore, amen. 
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T FS wa. ured out. his vil (ob 
the wrath of Almighty God) into the air, 
and there came a great voice out of the temple, 
coming from the throne, ſaying it ia dane. This 
paſſage relates uot to the air of the natural world, 
nor to the air of the ſpiritual and nge leſtial king= 
dom of God, which is the life and nouriſhment 
ef the holy angels, and of the ſpitits of the: chil- 
dren, of God: conſequently it is the air of the 
kingdom of Satan, proceding from the breath: of 
evil angels, and wicked ſpirits whick are in rebel 
lion againſt God. It is againſt the works oß 
theſe exalted. powers of the kingdom of darkneſs 
the wrath of God is this day revealed from hea- 
ven, from the throne of glory; the beams flow 
ing from the ſun, the fountain of heavenly light, 
clearly diſcovercd the corrupted, polluted and 
viſonous parts of the element in which tha in- 
—— of the infernal regions live and move 
and have their being, and receive aacurding ta 


K | their 
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their work; ſuch as they ſow ſuch they aſſured- 
ly reap. This is the unchangeable law of God, 
who giveth to every ſeed its own 

By nature we are all children of wrath, and all 
ſtand upon the fame ground, alike ſubject to the 
influence of the ſame elements of the three king- 
doms, the kingdom of light, the kingdom of 
darkneſs, and the kingdom of this world; where- 
| In the light and the darkneſs is ſeparated, and the 
good and evil manifeſted. 

As the ſun is the light of this world, and the 
arr in which all ——.— breathe, and by which 
their lives are ſuſtained, in like manner the ſun, 
the fountain of heavenly wiſdom 1s the light; and 
this light is the holy element, and in which the 
good angels and fpirits live and move and have 
their being; and from this element they attract 
and draw all their nouriſhment, peace, joy, com- 
fort, and conſolation: in like manner the light 
of the ſpirit of man, the light of human wiſdonr 
is the air, the element in which the evil angels 
and ſpirits, the inhabitants of the kingdom of 
darkneſs breathe, live and move, andare nourtlied; 
and draw all their peace, hope and comfort. 
Theſe are the heavens which the Prophet de- 
elares ſhould paſs away, theſe are the elements 
that ſhall melt with. fervent heat. 

A ſtrong deſire hath ariſen in my mind that F 
might attain to the knowledge of the truth, and 
to know'the origin, 'the fountain of light, and 
alſo of darkneſs, of good and of evil; my deſire 
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is to know the ground of woe and miſery, and 
the cauſe of the evils which attend and encom- 
paſs the children of men; and as I receive light 
and underſtanding and ability to communicate 
liberally ; my ſoul is a thirſt & my prayer to the Moſt 
High is, that he would be pleaſed in his adorable 
condeſcending: love to bow the heavens and to 
come down, and dwell in the habitable parts of 
the earth, and to prepare a holy habitation, 


wherein his light and love, wiſdom and glory, - 


may reign over the power, light, wiſdom and 
glory of men. 

My ſoul hungers for the fruit of the tree of life, 
which ſtands in the midſt of the garden of God. 
O thou- adorable goodneſs, open again the gate 
of Paradiſe, ' command the holy cherubins to 
ſheath their flaming ſwords which pointed every 
way to keep the tree of life, to prevent the evil 
angels and the wicked rebellious ipirits from eat- 
ing of its heavenly fruit. O thou ! with whom 
there is all power, ſend forth the ſeven holy 
angels to ſound the trumpet ; ſend forth the ſeven 
holy ſpirits which ſtand before thy: throne, into 
all the earth; ſend forth the ſpirit of fear of 
thee, O Lord! into our hearts which may be 
unto our ſpirits, as a fountain of life, to preſerve 
us from the ſnares of death. 

Let thy fear be unto us the beginning of wiſe 
dom, and by departing from iniquity we may 
obtain a good underſtanding. Pour forth upon 
a = our 
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our ſpirits the ſpirit of light and of love, where- 
by our ſpirits may be enlightened, leavened into, 
and made partakers of thy divine nature. 

Send forth, O thou! who inhabiteſt eternity, 
the ſpirit of peace, and the ſpirit of harmony, 
whereby our ſpirits may be cemented together, 
as Children of one father, O my God! ſend 
forth thy holy angels with ſongs of joy, ſaying, 
glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth, peace 
and good will towards men. O thou who art 
glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, working of 
Wonders in the heavens above, and the earth be- 
neath. Bleſs this the work of thy poor ſervant ; 
fill my foul as a cloud with heavenly rain, which 
may fall upon the plants of thy right hand plant- 
ing. Give me a wiſe and an underſtandin 
heart ; open the myſteries of thy holy kingdom 
of grace and of truth; ſend forth the ſpirit of 
truth into all our hearts, to lead us unto Mount 
Sion, to the general aſſembly of the church of 
the firſt born, and to the innumerable company 
of ſaints and angels, and to the ſpirits of juſt and 

fect men; make us to ſet together in heaven] 
places in thy holy preſence, that with the heart 
of one man all human creation may bow in hum- 
ble proſtration and adoration, faying, great and 
marvellous are all thy works, Lord God Al- 
mighty, juſt and true are all thy ways, we will 
worſhip thee out of a pure heart, thou King of 
faints, and render to thee all praiſe, glory and 
F | ' dominion, 
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dominion, who art worthy to reign over all for 
ever and evermore, Amen. | 
As it is neceſſary for phyſicians to know the 
ground of diſorders in the human body, in like 
manner it is neceſſary for thoſe who adminiſter 
in word and doctrine, to know the foundation of 
the evil diſdorders in the ſpiritual body, and from 
what cauſe they proceed. My earneſt defire and 
travail is that my fellow creatures may be 
happily reſtored to a ſtate of perfect health of 
body, and into purity of ſpirit, ahat peace and 
tranquillity, inſtead of woe and miſery, might 
flow as a river, as a mighty ſtream from the 
fountain and well-ſpring of all our bleſſings, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, as a meaſure and ma- 
nifeſtation of the good ſpirit of God is given to 
every man to profit with. 
The commandments of God are as a burning 
lamp, the word the light of Iſrael is as a fire, 
and the holy laws as a flame; by this ſpirit of 
fire, light and flame, which hath cloathed itſelf 
(if I may make ule of the expreſſion) in a viſible 
body, made itſelf manifeſt in the ſacred oracles. 
I propoſe to ſearch the holy ſcriptures to find 
out, and as I receive underſtanding, to declare 
nnto the children of men the origin of fin, the 
fountain of iniquity, and to make manifeſt the 
cauſe and the ground of woe and miſery which 
the inhabitants of the old heavens and of the old 
earth have brought upon themſelves, in the pre- 
Feding and the preſent age of the world. x | 


— 


T9 ) 
- Thumbly hope the bleſſing of the Moſt High 


will attend this labourof love, and cauſe the ce» 
leſtial ſhowers of heavenly rain to deſcend upon 
my ſpirit, that I may become as a plant of his 
right hand, planted by the rivers of waters that 
bringeth his fruit in his ſeaſon, whoſe leaf allo 
ſhall not wither; and whatſoever he doeth ſhall 
| Proſper. It is the bleſſing of the Lord which 
maketh truly rich and therewith adds no ſor- 

row. 
F propoſe to ſketch out the ground of bleſſing 
and of curſing, and the cauſe of fruitfulneſs and 
of barrennelſs, of life and of death, of light and 
of darkneſs. I propoſe to occupy diligently with 
the talent of grace freely given me, and to dig 
deep, and if happily I may find out the foundation 
of the kingdom of heaven and of hell, and of il, 
lamination and deluſion, that if it pleaſe the Al- 
mighty to make me inſtrumental in his holy hands 
in drawing by the cords of difintereſted love, in 
attracting and in drawing my fellow pilgrims out 
of the gulph of woe and miſery, out of the king- 
dom of darkneſs into the kingdom of light, out 
of and from under the government of the ſpirit 
of wrath, into and under the government of the 
 fpirit of love. As in nature man has power by 
means of a few ſparks flowing from mean in- 
ſtruments of little value, and by the light of a 
farthing candle can ſet fire to and give alight to 
many thouſands; in like manner it is in the 
| | x power 
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power of the Lord by the fire of his holy word 
to light the ſpirit of man, which is the candle 
of the Lord, and by the fire and light of this 
candle kindled a fire, a light and a holy flame of 
love in the ſpirits of many thouſands in the Lord 


Jehovah, in whom is everlaſting ſtrength; in 


him alone J have and will put my truſt, and I 
give unto him the praiſe of all his works. 

The Lord will work wonders in the heavens 
above, the earth ſhall ſhake: and the heavens 


ſhall tremble, the ſun and the moon ſhall be 


dark, and the ſtars ſhall withdraw their ſhining ; 
the Lord ſhall utter his voice before his army, 
for his camp is very great, for he is ſtrong that 
executeth his word, for the day of the Lord is 
great and very terrible, who can abide it? JoEL 
2. 10, 11. dice 24 
By the light which flows from theſe truths, 
I beheld the great darkneſs that at preſent covers 
the canopy of the oLD heavens (the old church) 
which ſhall paſs away; the light of truth, the 
light of the Son of righteouſneſs, the light of 
the ſpirit of God ſhall ſhine in its morning 
brightneſs, yea, as at mid-day, in its glory and 
ſplendour, in the ſolemn aſſemblies of the chil- 
dren of falvation, it is by the revelation, it is the 
manifeſtation of the light flowing, the fire of the 
word of God. By this light, the foundations, 
the kingdom of hell, and the cauſe of the great 
darkneſs which at preſent covers the underſtand- 
ing of the high profeſſors of religion are clearly 
ditcovered ; 
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diſcovered ; and the great difference in nature 
and effect of thoſe two fires. The fire of the 
word, the ſpirit of God, appears to me to be the 
foundation of the kingdom of heaven in men, 
and the fire kindled by the ſparks flowing from 
the ſpirit of man, appears to be the foundation of 
the kingdom of hell; the cauſe of the blackneſs 
and the darkneſs, and the ſpiritual death that 
prevails in the kingdom and dominion of Satan. 

O'! that the eyes of the blind were opened, 
and that mankind would pray to the Almighty 
to anoint their eyes with EYE-SALVE, that they 
might ſee the miſery into which they have plung- 

ed themſelves. | 
Ariſe! the call of the Lord this day to the 
inhabitants of this nation is, ariſe and ſhine, for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
riſen upon thee; the light of truth is breaking 
forth out of obſcurity. 

As the fire in the natural fun is the eſſence, 
the life and the light of this world, and it is by 
its light, beat and operation which giveth birth, 
and by which the trees and plants and innu- 
merable ſeeds and vegetables are preſerved alive 
and become fruitful; it is by the fire of this 
inſtrument, the wonderful work of an omni 
tent Being, the life of man is ſuſtained, and his 
s illuminated, whereby he is abilitated to work 
in this garden of God; and it is by this light 
man ducovers che precious from the vile, _ 
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his pilgrimage on earth he beholds' and avoids, 
the pits and dangers which attend him. 

As Iam: vxRx ſenſible of my vx little qua- 
li fication even from natural or acquired _— 


to write cancerning:the wonderful works of God 
in the outward creation, I ſhall not enlarge on 
this ſubject; ty. preſent. buſineſs is to point 
forth the riches, the bleſſings which God hath 
in ſtore; neither: grace nor glory nor any good 
thing will be withheld from them which feat 
him. To return, as the fire of the natural 
ſun is the life and light of this world, in like 
manner the fire of the word of Gad (by Which 
the worlds were made) is the eſſence, theilife,; 
the light, the nouriſhment, comfort, joy: and 
conſolation of all the angels, the members of; 
the church triumphant in heaven, and of the 
ſpirit of righteous members of the militant; 
church of God on earth; in like manner the firgy 
of wrath in nature; the fire of the ſpirit of man 
is the eſſence, the life, the light and nouriſnment 
of the evil angels, the inhabitants of the infernal 
regions, and of the ſpirit: of the wicked, the 
members of the ſynagogue of Satan, the chureh 
of the rebellious children of men; as their hun- 
ger, fo is their food; as their food, ſo is their 
nature, either heavenly or earthly, or develiſh. 
The ſpirit of man appears to me to ſtand in the 
centre of theſe kingdoms; man has free liberty 
given him of God to chooſe his habitation. 
The prophet faw * foundation of „ 
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dom of darkneſs; behold, ſays he, all ye that 
kindle a fire, that compaſs yourſelves about with 
ſparks, walk in the light of your fire, and in the 
ſparks that ye have kindled; this ſhall ye have of 
mine; ye-ſhall lay down down in ſorrow. Isa1an, 
C. O, v. It. | 
' Read and underſtand, and behold the mifery ye 
have plunged yourſelves and others, all ye 
teachers who have entered into the work of the 
miniſtry in your own will, and kindled a fire by 
the ſparks of your own ſpirit, and blown up by 
the breath of your own CARNAL imagination, 
and walk in the light of your fire. Know ye of 
a truth, this is the foundation of the great dark- 
neſs that covers the underſtanding of the children 
of men. H n ene 
The pillars of the earth ſhall be ſhaken, and 
the Lord will deſtroy in this mountain, and the 
| thy covering caſt over all people, and the veil 
that is ſpread over all nations; and he will ſwallow 
up death in victory, and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces; and the rebuke of his 
le ſhall be taken away from off all the earth, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken it. Is ALA, c. 25, 


v. 8; 7 

=] { travel under a deep and living ſenſe of the 
cauſe of the many evils which attend mankind, 
and alſo of the abundant bleſſings which God 
hath in ſtore for thoſe who love and obey his 
call. Ceaſe from man, curſed is man that truſt- 

eth in man, and that maketh fleſh his arm. - 
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Bleſſed is the man whoſe truſt is in the Lord: 
him will he keep in perfect peace whoſe mind is 
ſtayed upon him, becauſe he truſteth in him. 

I call upon the children of men to repent in 
duſt and aſhes, and no longer drink of the wine: 
of fornication, no longer hearken to the voice 
of thoſe fooliſh prophets whom God hath not 
ſent ; no longer to follow your blind guides, who 
walk in the light of their own, and not of the 
ſpirit of God; who have rejected God, and ex- 


alted themſelves in the congregation of his peo» 


le; who are gone into captivity, becauſe they 

ave no heavenly knowledge, and their honorable 
men are famiſhed, and their multitude dried up 
with thirſt; therefore hell hath enlarged herſelf 
and opened her mouth without, and their glory 
and their pomp, and their multitude, and he that 
reigneth ſhall deſcend into, ISAIAH, c. 5, 
v. 13, 14. 

Read your portion, O ye falſe prophets, ye 
hirelings, miniſters of anti- chriſt, under various 
names; how art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, ſon of the morning, how art thou cut 
down to the nd which didſt weaken the na- 
tions, for thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, I will aſ- 
cend (into the church); I will exalt my throne 
above the ſtars of God; I will fit upon the 
mount of the congregation in the ſides of the 
north; I will aſcend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the Moſt High; yet thou 
ſhall be brought down » hell, to the ſides of the 
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pit; they that ſee thee ſhall narrowly look upon 
(no longer worſhip) thee, ſaying, is this the man 
that did ſhake kingdoms, that made the world 
as a wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the cities thereof, 
that opened not the houſe of his priſoners.* 

By the light iſſuing from theſe truths, I behold 
the proud ſpirit of man to be the devil, the tor- 
mentor, the beaſt, the dragon, and the falſe pro- 
phet. I alſo ſee the dreadful calamity which 
thoſe idolaters plunge themſelves who forſake 
the living God, and bow down unto and werſhip 
and obey the voice of this dark power, which 
God will deſtroy by the breath of his mouth, 
and by the brichtacſs of his ariſing. The light ; 
'of Iſrael ſhall be for a fire, and his holy one for 
'a flame; and it (hill burn and devour his thorns 
and his briars in one day; and ſhall conſume 
«the (glory of man) the glory of his foreſt and of 
his fraitfal field, 

Behold the Lord, the Lord of hoſts, ſhall op 
the boughs with horror, and the high oaks 
'ſhall be hewn down, and the haughty ſhall 
be humbled; and he ſhall cut down the thickets 
of the foreſts with iron, and Lebanon ſhall fall 
"by a mighty one, the —_— of- heaven is opea- 


God will ſend forth the amber of his indls. 
Hatton againſt the workers of iniquity; in that 
"day the rn ſhall puniſh ein the piereing 


b * Jean C. 74. v. 12, 17. 


ſerpent, 


. 


ſerpent, even that crooked ſerpent, and he thatl 
flay the dragon that is in the ſea“. 
By the light of this fun of truth, I behold the 
beginning and the end, the ruin and deſtruc- 
tion of the kingdom of Satan, and of the evil 
ſpirits of pride, of wrath, cruelty, coyetouſneſs, 
oppreſſion and dominion; it is the breath of 
theſe evil ſpirits that have polluted and darkened 
the air; and the earth alſo is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof, decauſe they have tranſ- 
gteſſed the laws, changed the ordinances, break- 
ing the everlaſting covenant; therefore hath the 
curſe devoured the earth, and they that dwell 
therein are deſolate; therefore the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, and few men left to under- 
ſtand the cauſe, for wickedneſs burneth as the 
fire (oF HELL), it ſhall devour the briars and 
the thorns, and ſhall kindle in the thickets of 
the foreſt, and they ſhall mount gp like the 
lifting up of ſmoke, through the wrath of the 
Lord of Hoſts (which is this day poured into 
the air); the land is darkened, and the people 
ſhall be as fuel of the fire. I mourn; with 
what lamentation, with what words ſhall J ſet 
forth my grief, under a ſenſe of the wickedneſs 
and of the great abominations of mankind, who 
are as brands prepared for the fire; I feel re- 
newed love to flow towards theſe ; I conclude, if 
it was the will of God, my heavenly Father, I 
could freely, through divine help, lay down 
* ISAIAH, c. 27, v. 1. 
THE 
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THE LIFE of this human body, was it required 


at MY HANDS, as a facrifice, if it might be a 
means of the reſtoration and ſalvation of the 
children of men, that they might be as brands 
plucked out of the fire of the kingdom of wrath, 
and tranſlated into the kingdom of IH and 
Love. Let me reaſon with you, my brethren, 
children of one Father by creation, what is the 
cauſe of your revolution? what is the ground of 
your rebellion againſt the Kino of kIN Gs, the 
LokD of LorDs ? who has bewitched you? by 
whom are you ſeduced? why are you given up 
to work wickedneſs in his holy fight? from 
whence cometh wars? from the luſt of the 


heart, which is deceitful, and above ” all 


things deſperately wicked; this is the ground 


which brings forth briars and thorns. The 


prophet faith, and they ſhall look unto the earth, 


and behold trouble, darkneſs, dimneſs of anguiſh, 


and they ſhall be driven to darkneſs“. 

By the light of theſe truths, I ſee the ground 
of woe and miſery, of trouble and of dimneſs, of 
anguiſh, and thick darkneſs; man grapes like 
the blind; we grope as though we had no eyes, 
and {tumble at noon-day as in the night; we are 
in deſolate places, as dead men, for our tranſ- 
greſſions are multiplied before thee, O Lord! and 


our fins teſtify againſt us. 


* ISAIAH, c. 8, v. 22. 
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Come ye my brethren, come with me, and 
turn with full purpoſe of heart unto the Lord 
our God; let us enter into ſolemn covenant with 
Him to obey his laws, and walk in the light of 
his commandments, and we ſhall hear his graci- 
ous voice, ſaying, I have blotted out, as a thick 
cloud, thy fins, return unto me for I have redeem- 
ed thee. Sing, O ye (new) heavens, for the 
Lord hath done it; ſhout ye lower parts of the 
(New) earth, break forth into finging ye moun- 
tains, O foreſt and every tree therein, for the 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob and glorified him in 


Iſrael. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 


for a moment, but with everlaſting kindneis will 
I have mercy on thee. 
My deſires are ſtrong to paſs through the king- 


dom of darkneſs into the kingdom of light, 


and through the valley and ſhadow of death, by 
the gates of hell into the temple, the tabernacle 
of God, that I may offer upon the holy altar 
av Ap for myſelf and for the whole race of man« 
ind, faying, have mercy upon the workmanſhip 
of thy holy hands; O Lord! pardon our tranſ- 
greſſions, waſh us in the leaven of regeneration, 
ſanctify our ſpirits that we may approach thy 
holy preſence, that all nations may come and 
worſhip thee in ſolemn adoration, and who art 
worthy thereof for ever and evermore. Amen. 
In my paſſage through this doleful vale of mi- 
ſery, my eyes have been turned again to take an- 
other view of the numerous company of indolent 
. nuſbandmen, 
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huſhandmen, and idle ſhepherds and phyſicians 
of no value, and alſo of the numerous armies of 
locuſts which have ariſen in the darkneſs of the 
night, and ſpread themſelves over the face of 
the earth, and eaten every green, thing, This 
was and is the complaint of the Lord, Many 
paſtors have deſtroyed my vineyard, they have 
made it deſolate, and being deſalate-it mourneth, 
it moancth unto me, the whole land is made de- 
folate becauſe no man layeth it to heart; howl, 
ye idle ſhepherds, and cry and wallow (humble): 
yourſelves in aſhes, ye principals of the flock, 
for the day of your ſlaughter, and of your diſ- 
perſions are accomplithed, and ye (hall fall like a 
pleaſant veſſel, Jeremiah xxv, 34. Read the paſ- 
ſage, and know of a truth the controverſy of 
God is againſt all thoſe, ſhepherds who. feed 
themſelves and feed not the flock of God with 
heavenly food ; the controverſy of my Lord and 
Maſter is with the idle huſbandmen, which have 
forced themſelves into the vineyard, and eaten the 
fruit, and trampled upon the precious plants, 
trod down the paſtures to drink of the deep Wa- 
ters, and fouled the reſidue with your feet; and 
as for my flock, that eat that which ye have trod 

in, and drank that which ye have fouled with 
your feet, read the 24th pf Ezekiel, and be- 
hold as in a glaſs your own ſtates, - ye teachers 
under the above names. I appeal to the unflat- 
tering witneſs for God in your own breaſts, what 


evidence you have in youttelves ; doth the perth 
0 


6870 
of the Lord bear witneſs to your ſpirits that 


you are his ſervants; I call upon you in my 
maſter's name to prove your commiſſion ; by 
what authority have you entered into the 
garden of God, into the work of the mini- 
itry? The day is approaching, it is nigh 
1 wherein you ſhall be made mani- 
eſt. 
A Godly jealouſy hath laid hold upon my 
ſpirit; your indolence is the cauſe; the vine» 
yard of the Lord of hoſts is become as a bar- 
ren wilderneſs, and as the parched ground in 
the deſert. The land lieth deſolate and the 
earth mourneth, the fountains and ſprings and 
the waters of lifeare dried up. OO ID 
| Woe be unto the paſtors that deſtroy and 
ſcatter the ſheep of my. paſtures; faith the 
Lord God of Iſrael, I am againſt the paſtors 
that feed my people; ye have ſcattered my 
flock and driven them away and have not 
viſited them. Behold I will viſit upon you 
the evils of your doings, faith the Lord. 
Hear ye profeflors of Chriſtianity, faith the 
Lord of hoſts, hearken no longer unto the 
words of the FALsE prophets that prophety 
unto. you, they make you vain, they ſpeak 
a viſion of their own heart and not out of 
the mouth of the word of God. I have not 
ſent theſe prophets, yet they run; I have 
not ſpoken to them, * they propheſied. 
9 | Oye 
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O ye indolent huſbandmen! O ye idle ſhep- 
herds! ye HIRELING miniſters of the church 
of antichriſt, who have not entered into the 
work of the miniſtry . by the door, under the 
influence and inſpiration of the ſpirit of wiſdom, 
light and love; ye are the robbers that have 
been taking upon you the government of the 
flock and family of God, who is rifing in his 
noly habitation ; all fleſh ſhall be filent before 
wah 
Lam this day ſent as a 11TTLE meſſenger 
to proclaim the mighty day of the Lord is at 
hand ; in the language of the prophet—all my 
bones ſhake, I am like a drunken man, whom 
wine hath overcome becauſe of the Lord, and 
- becauſe of the words of his holineſs, for the 
land is full of adulterers, for becauſe of ſwearing 
the land mourneth and the pleafant places of 
the wilderneſs are dried up, and their courſe is 
evil, and their doings are not right, for both 
prophets and prieſts are profane; yea in my 
Houſe I have found their wickednefs, faith the 
Lord. Wickedneſs hath taken deep root ; the 
flood gates of hell are ſet open; the waters 
of iniquity run down our ſtreet as a mighty 
ſtream; horrible devils in human form walk 
to and fro in the earth, belching forth oaths 
and blaſpheming the tremendous name of the 
Lord God of hots. 
Hear, O ye teachers, the word of the Lord ; 
but if ye had ſtood in my counſel and had 
| cauſed 


Co» 
cauſed my people to hear my words, then they 


ſhould have turned them from the evil of theic 


ways, and from the evil of their doings. IR- 
REMIAH, c. 23, v. 22. 


O ye miniſters! ye blind guides! how long 


will ye deceive the people ? and how long will 


the people be deceived by you? until they turn 
their eyes unto heaven and receive ſpiritual light 


and underſtanding. In this day the people 


will buy of your wares no more, as they apply, 


unto him who is the good phyſician, who will 


heal their maladies, as they are reſtored to ſound- 


neſs of mind and their eyes opened to behold the 
ſecret workings of the myſtery of iniquity in all 
deceiveableneſs of unrighteoufneſs in them thatpe- 


riſh. Mind the cauſe, becauſe they receive not te 


truth in the love thereof, whereby they might be 
ſaved, For this cauſe, God gives them up to 
ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe a lie. 


The ground of deluſion lies in man, in rejecting 


the counſel of the Lord, and walking in their 
own paths which are evil, and chuſing their own 
ways, and walking after the luſts of their own 
corrupt unmortified wills, and in exalting them- 
ſelves in the pride of their hearts as Gods. Let 
me appeal unto you that call yourſelves members 
of the church of Rome, and of the church of 
England, the ſeperate congregations of Preſbyte- 


rjans, Independents, and Baptiſts ; I doubt not but 
there are men that fear the Lord, men of integrity 


amongſt you ; but it appears clear to me your 
M 2 miniſtry 
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miniſtry is upon one and the ſame foundation, 
in the will and wiſdom, and in the light of your 
own ſpirits, and not in the will and wiſdom and 
in the light of the ſpirit of God, whom ye have 
rejected from your aſſemblies. | 
Although you differ a little in appearance in 
the branch, ye grow from the ſame root, and 
bring forth the ſame fruit, That which is born 
of the fleſh is fleſh ; that which is born of the 


ſpirit is ſpirit; thoſe children which are born of 


the ſpirit of God, that thirſt after the milk of the, 
word, that they may grow thereby, and theſe 
thirſt no longer after the doctrinrs, after the wa- 
ters that flow from the polluted ſpirit of man; 
ye are of the world, and worldly minded hear 
you; ye go forth in your own name, power, and 
ſpirit, the true miniſters go forth in the name and 
under the influence of the power and ſpirit, of. 
God. Come and drink of the ſtreams of this 
pure river, which flows freely, and it ſhall run, 
through the middle of the city, making glad the 
whole heritage of God, Theſe have fountains, 
a ſpring of living waters, ſpringing. up. in, their, 
e an vain 

"The command of the Lord is, keep thy heart 
with all diligence, for out of it iſſues the life and, 
de,ith, good and evil, light and darknels ; if thy 

| eu unto the Lord, thy, whole body ſhall 


eyc be 


4 


be full of light; if thy eye be evil, thy body ſhall, 
be full of darkoebe: 0 


I travail. 


685) 


I travail in birth for mankind, that they might. 
receive the knowledge of the truth, a nd be ſaved, 
and that the knowledge and glory, of God might. 
cover the earth as the waters cover the ſea. This; 
great work is upon the wheel; God will. create. 
a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteouſneſs. 

I propoſe to examine the ground, to find, out. 
and to declare the cauſe of this great e hange, and 
of this great and, glorious work which; the Moſt. 
High will accompliſh, conſiſtent, with, his holy 
will and wiſdom, who touches the mountains 
and they ſmoke at his preſence, and the hills and 
they become as duſt. Let therefore the fear and 
dread of him, who is the fear and dread of nations, 
lay hold of your ſpicits, ye inhabitants of the old 
heavens and of the old earth; fear ye not me, 
ſaith the Lord, will ye not tremble at my pre- 
ſence, which ** placed the land for bound of 
the ſea, by a perpetual decree that it cannot paſs 
it, and though the wayes thereof tols themſelves. 
yet can they not prevail, though they run yet can 
they not paſs over; but this people hath a re- 
volting and a rebellious heart, they are revolted 
and gone. 

Is here not the ſame ground of complaint as 
againſt Iſracl ?, They are waxen fat, they ſhine, 
yea they overpaſs the deeds. of the. wicked, they 
judge not, the cauſe of the fatherleſs, and the 
right of the needy do they not judge. Shall not 
I Witt for theſe things? faith. the Lord; ſhall. 


not 
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not T be avenged on ſuch a nation as this. 
A wonderful and honorable thing is committed 
in the land; the prophets propheſied falſely, and 
the prieſts bear rule by their means, and my peo- 
ple love to have it ſo. 

Read in the fourth chapter of Jeremiah, and 
behold as in a glaſs the general ſtate of the teach- 
ers of the various congregations. My foul 
mourneth under a ſenſe of the great evils the peo- 
ple have brought upon themſelves by ſetting 
under a corrupt miniſtry, ſeeing the abominations, 
hearing the blaſphemies, beholding the wicked- 
neſs of mankind; I will publiſh in my Lord and 
maſter's name, the leaders of my people have 
cauſed them to err, from the leaſt of them even 
unto the greateſt of them ; every man 1s given 
to covetouſneſs, and from the prieſt even unto the 
prophet : every one, faith he, is a miniſter, and 
an ambaſſador ſent of God, from whom he hath 
received no commiſſion. Theſe are deceivers 
Chriſt declared ſhould come in his name; and 
as that which is earthly correſponds to that 
which is hezvenly, let me appeal to men of un- 
derſtanding ; Judge ye, I pray you in this matter, 
what ſentence ſhould ye paſs, what puniſhment 
would ye inflict upon thofe, who falſely declare 
themſelves to be the miniſters and ambaſſadors 
of an earthly Prince, from whom they have re- 
ceived no commiſſion, no authority, unto whom 
they are entire ſtrangers; what judgment would 
ye paſs upon thoſe impoitors ? 

221 O ye 


6975) 

O ye kings of the earth, who are jealous of 
your honor; would ye not ſay take theſe men and 
caſt them into utter darkneſs, feed them with 
wormwood and with gall? how much greater 
puniſhment is your portion, who preſumptuouſly 
take upon you to perſonate, to repreſent your- 
ſelves as miniſters and ambaſſadors of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, unto whom ye are 
ſtrangers; who run and he hath not ſent; who 
propheſy and he hath not ſpoken unto you, 

O that I had in my hand the TRUMPET of the 
Lord, to ſound an alarm upon his holy mountain, 
that the graves might be opened, that the dead 
might hear the voice of the ſpirit of God and 
live, that they might be quickened and illumi- 
nated, and their eyes opened to behold the ſecret 
workings of the myſtery of iniquity, that they 
might ſee the ſubtilty of the ſerpent, the twiſt- 
ings and the twinings, and the transformations of 
fatan (the ſpirit of man) into the appearance of 
angels of light. 

Let me appeal again to ye men of underſtanding, 
have not the miniſters of the church of Rome, of 
the church of England, and of the Diſſenters, 
under the name of Preſbyterians, Independents 
and Baptiſts, all conſpired together not to ſuffer 
the Lord to appear amongſt them ! have they not 
cloſed their ears and their eyes, that they might 
not hear his heavenly voice, and that they 
might prevent the light of his glory from 
thining upon their ſpirits, whom amongſt the 

eaderg 
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leaders the teachers will permit any ſervant of the 
Lord to exerciſe their gift, to ſpeak in their aſ- 
ſemblies; is this a light matter? has not the Lord 
given power to man to chuſe his own ſervants, and 
will any dare to attempt to debar the Moſt High 
God from this privilege? to chuſe, call, and qua- 
lify for the work and ſervice of the miniſtry. 

I lament under a living ſenſe of the cauſe of the 
ſpiritual death, which prevails, reigns and ſpreads 
as a thick cloud of darkneſs over the aſſembly of 
the people. The apoſtles declare, the world by 
wiſdom knows not God; how long will ye be 
deceived in imagining men by human learning 
can ſearch out the myſteries of the kingdom of 
life and ſalvation. Again, the natural man knows 
not the things of God; they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
ed, & I teſtify, humility is the ground of illumina- 
tion, Without illumination no man can know the 
Lord. The way to attain divine underſtanding, 
let the eye of thy mind be turned inwards, for 
what is to be known of God is manifeſted in man, 
and whatever maketh manifeſt is light. 3 
Obey the divine command, be ſtill and know 
that Jam God, Let all fleſh be ſilent before, 
me, ſaith the Lord, and wait to feel the ariſing of - 
the power of my ſpirit into dominion in your 
ſpirit, over all the powers of darkneſs, death, 
hell, and the grave; ſtand ſtill and fee my falva-, 
tion; my power, faith the Lord, is above, and 
ſhall break through every other power, and 
reign* over all in the folema aſſemblies of my 


people, 


4 


. 
people, whom I will formto the praiſe of my 


great and everlaſting name. 

This is the element, the habitation of the 
children of light; the power of God is and will 
be the crown and diadem, the canopy of the 
aſſemblies of his people in ages paſt, preſent and 
to come; the hour cometh, and now is, that 
thoſe which worſhip the father muſt worſhip 


him in ſpirit and in truth; theſe worſhippers 


can truly pray, not my will, but thine be done, 
O Lord, on earth, as it is done in heaven; the 
Lord is to this church an everlaſting light, and 
thou alſo ſhall be a crown of glory in the hand 
of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God. Violence ſhall no more be heard in 
thy land, waſting nor deſtruction within thy 
. borders, but thou ſhall call thy walls ſalvation, 


and thy gates praiſe ; as for me this is my cove- 


nant with thou faith the Lord; my ſpirit which 
is upon thee, and my words which I have put in 
thy mouth ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, faith the Lord, from 
henceforth and for ever. 

By the light of theſe truths, I behold the beau- 
ty, the excellence and the glory of the church ; 
when the Lord of hoſt ſhall reign in Sion and in- 
fluence your hearts, and you hall cry gloriouſly, 


O Lord, thou art my God, I will exalt thee, 1 


will praiſe thy name, for thou haſt done won- 
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(99 ) 
derful things; ; thy counſels of old are faithful-: * 
neſs and truth. 

And the ſeventh angel ſounded his trumpet, 
and there was a great voice in heaven, faying, the 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign 
for ever and ever ; righteouſneſs and peace is the 
foundation, light and glory, is the canopy of this 
glorious kingdom; and there ſhall be no more 
curſe, but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
ſhall be in it; and his ſeryants ſhall ſerve him, 
and they hall ſee his face; and his name ſhall be 
In their foreverſa and there ſhall be no night 
there; and they need no candle, neither light of 
the ſun, for the Lord God giveth them light, and 
they ſhall reign for ever and ever. And he foid 
te me, theſe ſayings are faithful and true; and 
the Lord God of the holy prophets ſent his an- 

gels to ſhew unto his ſervants the things which 
muſt ſhortly be done. Behold, (faith the Lord) 
I come quickly; bleſſed is he that receiveth and 
96 80 theſe ſayings of the propheſy of this 
boo 

Read the 22d chapter of Revelations, and re- 
ceive light ; hear the word of the Lord, O ye 
nations, and declare it in the iftes afar off, and 
fay he that ſcattered Iſrael will keep him as a 
ſhepherd doth his flock; therefore ſhall they 
come and fing in the heights of Sion, and thall 
flow together to the goodneſs of the Lord, for 
wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the 


young 


# 


, 


4 91 4) 


young of the flock, and of the herd, and their 


ſoul ſhall be as a watered garden, and they ſhall 
not frrow any more at all. The Lord will fa- 
tisfy the ſoul of the prieſt with fatneſs, and my 
people ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, faith 
the Lord; the kingdom of heaven 4s come; come 
ye children of the morning light and enter into 
the manſions prepared for you; come ye new- 
born babes and ſuck at the breaſt of conſolation; 


come ye young men who are ſtrong and who . 


have overcame the wicked one; him which 


overcometh ſhall eat of the precious fruit of the 


tree of life which ſtands in the midſt of the 
garden of God. | 

By the light which flows from the foregoing 
paſſages of holy writ, I behold the excellen- 


| cy of the conſtitution and the inexpreſſible 


bleſſings upon the heads of the faithful 


followers of the Lamb, the meek ſpirit of God, 


the ſpirit of truth which leads into all truth; by 


this eternal principle the partition wall of ſepa- 


ration is breaking down, and the ſpirit of man- 
kind reconciled unto God. Thoſe which are 
born of this ſpirit, they become the children of 
God; they ſee his face, they love and rejoice in 
his appearance under every diſpenſation; they 
experience in his preſence there is life, and at his 
right hand fulneſs of joy. 

Bleſſed and holy is he that hath a part in the 
firſt reſurrection. I am, ſaith the Lord, ſpirit of 
light and love, the reſurrection. and the life; he 
J N 2 that 
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that liveth and believeth in me, altho' he were 
dead, yet ſhall he live, This ſhall be the lan- 
guage of the inhabitants of the new heavens 
and the new earth: O come, let us fing unto the 
Lord, let us make a joyful noiſe to the rock of 
our falvation, let us come before his preſence with 
thankſgiving, and make a joyful noiſe unto him 
with pſfalms ; for the Lord is a great God and a 
great King aboye, all gods. O come, let us wor- 
ſhip and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord 
our maker, for he is our God, and we are the 
people of his paſture and the ſheep of his hands. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due to his name; 
bring an offering and come into his courts; O 
worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs; fear 
before him all the earth. Read the 95th, g6th, 
and g7th pſalms. This is the great work of the 
power of the mighty ſpirit of God, to reduce, to 
ſubdue, and ſubmit the will of the creature to the 
Holy will of the cxEAToR, whoſe will is our 
ſanctification. The prophet declares there ſhall 
in no wiſe enter into the temple (the church) of 
God any thing that defileth, neither whoſoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but they 
which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 


Bleſſed are they which do his commandments, 


that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city. 


In that day ſhall this ſong be ſung in the land of 


Judah : We have a ſtrong city, falvation will 


the 
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the gates, that the righteous nation which keep- 
eth truth may enter. 

Behold the harmony, the language of the 
ſpirit of the Lord, in every age and diſpenſation 
behold the bleſſed ſtate of thoſe ſpirits which 
live under his government; thou will keep him, 
keep him in perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtaid on 
thee, (MIND THE CAUSE) becauſe he truſteth in 
thee, Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength; receive the 
ſet paſſages of holy record for the encourage- 
ment of the inhabitants of the celeſtial region, 
whom the Lord will tranſlate out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light. 

Many deep trials will fall to your portion, in 
your paſſage through the wilderneſs; lean upon 
the breaſt of thy beloved, let thy eye be unto 
him, look not at the mighty hoſt of the armies 
of evil ſpirits and angels which will encompats 
the camp of the Lamb; their power is limited, 
they cannot touch a hair of your heads without 
divine permiſſion. 

l am dipt again into deep ſympathy with the 
precious ſuffering ſeed; the Lord, the mighty 
God will bring Ifrael his people, his church, 
as a vine out of Egypt; thou haſt caſt out the 
heathen and planted it; thou didſt cauſe it to 
take deep root, and it filled the land, the hills 


were covered with the ſhadow of it, and the 


boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars; ſhe 


ſent 
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ſent out her boughs unto the river; under this 
ſimilitude I beheld the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
true church, the ſpiritual Iſrael, in theſe laſt ages 
of the world. 

; Return, we beſeech thee, God of hoſts, look 
down from heaven, and behold and viſit this vine 
and the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
Planted, and the branch that thou madeſt ſtrong 
for thyſelf; he took alſo of the ſeed of the land, 
and planted it by great waters, and ſet it as a 
willow tree, and it grew and became a ſpreading 
vine of low ftature, whoſe branches turned to- 
wards him, and the roots thereof were under him, 
ſo it became a vine and brought forth branches, 
and ſhot forth ſprigs, it was planted in a good 
foil by great waters, that it might bring forth 
branches, and that it might bear fruit, that t 
might be a godly vine. The light of the king- 
dom of heaven, in and under various ſimilitudes 
and repreſentations, doth manifeſt the ſuper ex- 
cellency of divine wiſdom, and the ſuper abound- 
ing goodneſs of the moſt high God to his church 
in every age under the figure of a vine; in it we 
may behold the three- fold unity, the world which 
is as a fire, which word is God, the father, and 
the vine is the ſon who is the light, and the 
branches are as the beams 
As I before obſerved, the fire, light and flame, 
is the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb are the 
temple, the wiſdom, light, and glory of the new 
heavens and of the new earth; and the kings 2 
| the 
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earth do bring their glory and honour unto it; 
the wiſdom of the Father, the light of the Son, 


and the glory of the Holy Choft ſhall ſhine, in 
the tabernacle, in the church of God over all the 


wiſdom, light and glory of man; for I, faith the 


Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire, round about, 
and the glory in the midſt of her. 

- Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for lo, 
] come, and will dwell in the midſt of thee, ſaith 


the Lord, and many nations ſhall be joined to 
the Lord in that day, and thou ſhall be my people 
and I will dwell in the midſt of thee, and thou 
ſhalt know the Lord of hoſts hath ſent me unto 


thee, and the Lord ſhall inherit Judah, his por« 


tion in the holy land, and ſhall chuſe Jeruſalem 


again, Be filent, all fleſh before the Lord, for 
he is raiſed up out of his holy ſalvation. JexzM, 
c. 2. v. 10, 11, 12, 13. 


Read alſo the third chapter, and behold the 


bleſſed ſtate of the inhabitants of Mount Zion; 
whom the Lord will purify by the ſpirit of judg- 
ment, he will take away their filthy garments, 
and clothe them withc hange ofraiment, and ſet a 

fine mitre upon his head, and clothe with gar= 
ments (of light and immortality) ; and the 
angel of the Lord propheſied unto: Joſhua; thus 
faith the Lord of hoſts if thou will walk in my 
s, if thou-will keep my charge, then thou 
ſhalt alſo judge my houſe; — halt alſo keep 
my courts; and I will give thee palaces to walk 

in, among thoſe that ſtand by * 
ear 
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Hear now, O Joſhua, the high prieſt, thou 
and thy fellows that ſet before thee, for they are 
men wondered at, for behold I will bring for th 
my ſervant the branch, for behold the ſtone that 
I have laid before Joſhua; upon one ſtone ſhall 
be ſeven eyes, upon every member of the church, 
upon every precious ſtone ſhall be perfection of 
heavenly light and wiſdom. Behold I will en- 
grave the graving thereof faith the Lord of 
hoſts, and I will remove the iniquity of that 
land in one.day. In that day faith zhe Lord of 
hoſts ſhall ye call every man his neighbour, un- 
der the vine and under the fig tree; I am as one 
aſtoniſhed ia the abundant light flowing from 
the beams of the ſun, I mean the holy ſcrip- 
tures which are as a light to give light to thoſe 
which ſet in darkneſs, as a river flowing from 
the inexhauſtible fountain. Walk in the light 
and drink in the ftreams of this river. And the 
angels which talked with me came again and 
awakened me as a man that is awakened out of 
his ſleep, and ſaid unto me, what ſeeth thqu, and 
J aid, I have looked, and behold a candleſtick 
all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and 
ſeven lamps thereon, and ſeven pipes to the ſeven 
lamps, which were upon the top thereof. 

By the light of theſe candles, by the light 
of theſe ſtones, ſtanding in the firmament of 
the heavens, I behold not only the light but 


alſo the abundant ſupplies of heavenly N 
| fe . : 
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the heavenly doctrines, flowing into and through 
the ſpirits of the ambaſſadors ſent of God, 
who are moving under the influence, inſtruc- 
tion, and inſpiration of his holy ſpirit; for 
thus faith the Lord, not by might nor by 
power (of men) but by my ſpirit, faith the 
Lord of hoſts I will begin, carry on and com- 
plete the work of reformation, reſtoration, peace 
and ſalvation. | 

Who art thou, O great mountain before Ze- 
rubabel, thou (anti-Chriſt church) ſhall be- 
come a plain, and he ſhall bring forth the head 
ſtone thereof, with ſhouting, crying grave! 
grave! unto it the ſpirit of grace and of truth, 
of light and of love, ſhall reſt upon the ſpirits 
of the riſing generation; thus ſaith the Lord, 
I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in 
the midſt of Jeruſalem, and Jeruſalem ſhall be 
called a city of truth, and the mountain of the 
Lord of hoſts, the holy mountain; read the 
8th Zachariah, and behold the great work upon 


the wheel, and there is great encourageinent for 


the faithful ſervants of God. | 
Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, let your hands 
be ſtrong, ye that hear in theſe days, theſe 
words by the mouth of the prophets, which 
were in the day that the foundation of the 
houſe of the Lord of hoſts was laid, that the 
temple might be built. 
Hear ye inhabitants of the new heavens and 
new carth, thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, 
O ſaying, 


; 


- — 


— — 
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ſaying, execute true judgment, and ſhew mercy 
and compaſſion every man to his brother, and 
oppreſs not the widow, nor the fatherleſs, the 
ſtranger nor the poor; theſe are things that ye 
ſhall do; ſpeak ye every man the truth to his 
neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and 
peace in your gates. The Lord thy God in 
the midſt of thee is mighty; he will fave, he 
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will reſt 
in his love; he will joy over thee with ſing- 


ing. 


The Religion and form of Government of the 
| Inhabitants of the New Heavens and 
of the New Earth. 

The foundation of this glorious kingdom is 
righteouſneſs, and grace, and truth, mercy and 
compaſſion, light and love; love is the principal, 
the chief corner ſtone; the Lord hath laid the 
foundation of Zion; for thus ſaith the Lord, 
that created the heavens, God himſelf that form- 
ed the earth, and made it; he hath eſtabliſhed it; 
he created not in vain; he formed it to be inha- 
bited. | h 

I am the Lord, look unto me and be ye ſaved 
all the ends of the earth, for I am God, and 
there is none elle, In the Lord ſhall all the 
ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory; I 
bring near my righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be afar 
off, and my falvation ſhall not tarry, and I will 


place falvation in Zion, for Iſrael my glory ; 
and 
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and they that ſhall be of thee ſhall build'the old 
waſte places; thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundation 
of many generations, and thou halt be called 
the repairer of the BREACH, the reſtorer of 
paths to dwell in. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 17 foul 
0 


ſhall be joy ful in my God, for he hath clothed 
me with the garments bf falvation ; he hath 
covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as'a 
bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, 
and as a bride with her jewels ; for as the earth 
bringeth forth her fruits, ' and as the garden 
cauſeth the things that are ſown in it to ſpring 
forth, ſo the Lord God will cauſe righteouſ- 
neſs and peace to ſpring forth before all the 
nations. 

Read the 6rft and 62d of Iſaiah, behold the 
Lord hath | proclaimed unto the end of the 
world, fay ye to the daughrer of Zion, behold 
thy ſalvation cometh ; - behold © his reward is 
with him, and his work is before him; and 
they ſhall call them the holy people, the redeem- 
ed of the Lord; and thou ſhall be called fought 
out a city not forſaken. The Lord will clathe 
his prophets with ſalvation, and the ſpirit of 
true judgment ſhall reſt upon and ' clothe the 
ſpirits of the rulers, and of the judges. * Theſe 
ſhall be able men, ſuch as fear God; 'men of 
truth, hating covetouſneſs. It is not fot Kings 
to drink wine, nor for princes ſtrong drink, 

O 2 | leſt 
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leſt they drink and forget the law, and pervert 
the we of any of the afflicted. 
ed 


Hleſſed art thou, O land, when thy King is 
the ſon of nobles, and thy princes eat in due 
ſeaſon for ſtrength and not for drunkenneſs. 
This is the firſt leſſon the miniſters, rulers, and 
governors in the new heavens, and in the new 
earth, (in church and ſtate.) Learn if any man 
faith the prince of peace, would be my diſciple; 
let him firſt deny himſelf, and take up his daily 
croſs and follow me; and I charge you, whom 
my great Lord and Maſter ſhall chuſe as ſtandard 
bearers, I charge you numerous armies whom 
the King of kings ſhall raiſe up, and clothe 
with the whole armour of light, eat no meat, 
drink no wine, nor ſtrong drink, leaſt ye die: 
nor defile your bodies with the ſtinking poiſon- 
ous fumes of tobacca; remember your bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and if any 
man defile this temple, him will God deſtroy, 
Let this be your language you children of the 
morning light; we will not follow the voice 
of the multitude, nor walk in the paths, 
nor follow the, vain cuſtoms of this world, 
which lies in, wickedneſs; we will obey the 
voice of the Lord our God, and come out 
from amongſt them, and be ſeparated, and touch 
no unclean ching; we will walk in the paths of 
wiſdom to hear her voice, and follow her coun- 
ſels; we know her ways are pleaſantneſs, and 
all her paths peace, 

Love 


(101 ) 


Love is the foundation of out religion, under 
the cementing influence of this divine principle, 
we will love the Lord our God, and ſerve him 
with a perfect heart, and we will love our 
neighbours as ourſelves, as children of one 
father; we will not take the name of the Lord 
our God in vain, but in humility and filial fear 
we will approach his holy preſence in adoration 
and admiration of his goodneſs and of his gra- 
cious dealings with — workmanſhip of his 
holy hands; we will walk in humble proſtra- 
tion before him in our folemn gathering appoĩnt- 
ed for divine worſhip; and we will enquire of 
the divine oracle wherewithal ſhall we come 
before the Lord, and bow ourſelves before the 
Moſt High God; how ſhall we worſhip thee 
in the beauty of holineſs, that we may ſee thy 
face and approach thy preſence, and touch the 
ſceptre of thy love, that our ſpirits may draw 
nigh to the throne of grace. 

The revelation of the will of the Moſt High 
God, was the foundation both of the government 
of the church and common-wealth of Iſrael ; 
and: this is the foundation of the government of 
our church and ſtate; our magiſtrates and mini- 
ſters wait at the poſts of wiſdom in Jeruſalem 
until they are endued with power from on high; 
they wait in ſolemn filence, in humble pro- 
— before the throne of the mighty King 
of kings, to know his holy will, to hear his 


gracious 
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gracious voice from between the cherubims, 
above the mercy ſeat. It is in and under the 


ſhadow of the wings of his glory, light and 
love, he meets and communes with the ſpirits 
of his choſen appointed and anointed miniſters 
and ambaſſadors, and give them in commiſſion 
what they ſhall ſay to his church and people; 
and it is under the influence and inſpiration of 
the ſame living eternal principle of light and of 
glory, that his miniſters and ambaſſadors meet 
and commune with and communicate the divine 
will to the ſpirits of the flock and family of 
God, at that (THIS) time they ſhall call (the 
new) Jeruſalem, the throne of the Lord, and all 
nations ſhall be gathered unto it, to the name 
(ſpirit and power) of the Lord to Jeruſalem (the 
holy city); neither ſhall they walk any more 
after the imagination of their evil hearts. A 
glorious high throne from the beginning is the 
place of our ſanctuary. Thus faith the Lord of 
hoſts, the God of Iſrael, as yet they ſhall uſe 
this ſpeech in the land of Judea, and in the 
cities thereof, when I ſhall bring again their 
captivity. Bleſs the Lord, O habitation of juſ- 
tice, and mountains of holineſs. 
Give ear, O ye inhabitants of the (New) 
heavens, and I will ſpeak, and hear, O earth, the 
words of my mouth. My doctrine (ſaith the 
living miniſters) ſhall drop as the rain; my 
ſpeech ſhall diſtil as the dew, as the ſmall rain 
upon 
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upon the tender herb, and as n ſhow- 
ers upon the graſs. 

Jam, faith the ſpirit of wiſdom, come out 
as a brook froma river, flowing from the inex- 
hauſtible fountain of grace, and as a canduclor into 
a garden, I ſaid, I will water- my beſt garden, 
and I will water abundantly with celeſtial 
ſhowers of heavenly (dotrines) rains, and lo, 
my brook ſhall become a mighty river, and my 
river. become a ſea, a boundleſs ocean of love, 
whoſe waters are clear as cryſtal. He that is 
athirſt, let him come; he that will, may come 
and drink of the waters of life freely. | 

Come with me, and in humble adoration ſing 
a ſong of praiſe, ſaying, Great and marvellous are 
all thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true 
are all thy ways thou King of ſaints. O thou ador- 
able goodneſs, hear from heaven thy holy habita- 
tion the prayer of thy poor ſervant, & let thy bleſſing 
attend this labour of love, & make it ſerviceable 
in thy hand to open the eyes of the blind, com- 
mand the rays of heavenly light to ſhine upon and 
enlighten this world which lies in darkneſs, and 
fulfill in this our age thy gracious promiſe & pour 
forth of thy ſpirit upon ſons and daughters; raife 
up a free living miniſtry, and ſend them forth to 
preach again the everlaſting goſpel in its morning 
purity and ſimplicity, that the inhabitants of the 
earth may be converted unto thee, O thou, with 
whom is all power, command univerſal charity, 

to 
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prevail and reign in and over all, that the voice 
of war, of oppreſſion and poverty, may no more 
be heard in our land. Reſtore, regenerate, and 
purify the ſpirits of the children of men, and 
cauſe the light of thy glory to cover the earth as 
the waters cover the ſea; that with ſongs of 
praiſe we may approach thy preſence, ſaying, 
glory unto thee O God in the higheſt, and peace 
and good will to all men. Pour forth the ſpirit 
of grace upon our ſpirits, that as with the voice 
of one man in the depth of humility, we may 
aſcribe unto thee all power, dominion, majeſty 
and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


THE 
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THE VISION 
THOMAS STORY, 
In 1689. 
Taken from his JOURNAL, page 21, 22. 


ONE night, being in bed, and all ſleep and 
ſlumber involuntarily ſuſpended, and my mind 
quiet and eaſy, and directed towards the 
north, about the ſecond hour in the morning, 
after a ſhort ſpace I beheld a ſtorm to ariſe in the 
northern ocean, towards the north pole; and 
looking ſteadfaſtly upon it, and the height and 
fury of the mighty waves, I ſaw an army innu- 
merable walking thereon, towards the ſouth, 

and when they came aſhore they covered the whole 
breadth of the iſland of Britain and all the 
northern lands; and the rear I could not lee, on 
where they iſſued; they were ſtrangers in the 
earth, ſuch as have not been known ; their ap- 
parel plain, appearing as if they came from far, 


and travelled long, as I ſaw no proviſion, bag- 


gage, ſword, ſpear, or weapon of war, but only 


ſtaffs in their hands, ſuiting their journey, ther: 
P countenances 
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countenances were grave, ſolemn and calm, im- 
porting wiſdom and peace, and they offered no 
violence or hurt unto any; and yet al! nations 
being ſurprized and amazed with great and 
ſudden pain fled before them, and they did not 
purſue, otherwiſe than by walking forward in 
the ſame ſteady pace and order as upon the 
ſtormy ſeas, which had not obſtructed their 
march. The inhabitants of Britain, and of 
other lands, of all ſtations, ages, ſexes, ſects and 
ranks, as diſtracted and confounded with fears, 
and flying as for their lives when none purſued, 
fell many of them by the way; and leſt they 
ſhould, when no man gave them chace, they 
cried aloud with confuſed ſhrieks and noiſes, 
raiſing their trembling hands and intermittin 
voices towards heaven, which they had deeply 
offended, and neglected before to implore deliver- 
ance from the dreadful army which offered them 
no harm; and when Britain's children arrived at 
her ſouthermoſt bounds, ſhe joined herſelf to the 
land of the ancient Gauls; and all nations thus 
flowing together as the concourſe of the waters 
into one ſea, they vaniſhed together and I ſaw 
them no more, | 


— II — 


This remarkable viſion appears to reſpect a 
mighty army, raiſed up in a miraculous manner, 
by the operation of the inviſible power of the 
Moſt High God; the ariſing of the ſtorm, and 
their walking upon the waves, points forth the 
day 


. 
day of deep tribulation, thoſe noble valiants 
ſhall endure for the cauſe of truth; the 


plainneſs of their apparel denotes their ſelf-de- 


nial, and without proviſion; bearing neither 
ſword nor ſpear nor weapon of war, but only 
ſtaffs in their hands, ſuiting their journey; mani- 
feſt their reliance and dependance upon the hand 
of the Almighty; their grave, ſober, and calm 
countenances, importing wiſdom and peace, 
clearly diſcovers them to be the inhabitants of 
the new heavens and of the new earth, and walk- 
ing under the influence and inſpiration of that 
wiſdom which comes from above, which 1s 
peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of 
love, and of light. 

I rejoice in a view of the near approaching 
day of deliverance of the oppreſſed ſuffering ſeed 
of God, who will by a mighty hand bring his 
choſen people out of ſpiritual Egypt; the Loid 


his God is with him, and the ſpirit of a king is 


amongſt them. How goodly are thy ſeats, O 
Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Iſrael. As the 
valleys ſpread forth as gardens by the river fide, 
as trees which the Lord hath planted, as cedars 
beſide the waters, he ſhall pout᷑ the water out of 
his buckets, and his ſeed ſhall be in many waters. 

Under a ſenſe of the near approaching diſpen- 
ſation of univerſal peace and ſalvation, wherein the 


morning ſtars ſhall ſing together, and the ſons of 
God 
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God ſhall ſhout aloud · for joy, I ſalute you, Beaven 


born babes, in the love of my heavenly Father, 
and in ch1/d-like ſim plicity, bid you farewell. 


A Trareller for the Proſperity sf Sion, 
JOHN BOUSELL. 
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for ſketch, read ſearch, 

after ſun, read the light of truth. 

for members, read mimifters. 

for honorable, read horrible. 

for ſubmit, read ſubject. 

for receive the ſet paſſages, read I revive theſe paſſages, 
for world, read tword. | 

for ſalvation, read babitation, 

tor grave, grave, read grace, grace. 

for walk, read wait. 
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